AUTHOR PLATFORMS
Definition of Author Platform: The details of who you are as a writer, what you are known for, your personal and professional connections, and your media outlets. It is your public face and shows your ability to promote yourself in the marketplace. Agents and editors are attracted to authors who show their visibility with targeted audiences.

**Note: It is best to set up your marketing platform before your book is published. Understand the kinds of readers you want to connect with.
What is Included in a Platform:
· Website with a blog

· Or a blog site

· Brief bio to use whenever your name appears online; should include your URL, professional credentials, recent publications, professional partnerships

· Press kit

· Public speaking

· Media appearances and interviews

· Being part of a writing organization

· Possibly an e-newsletter

· Contributing to other websites and blogs

· Track record of past book sales

· Social Media Accounts

· Facebook Fan Page designed exclusively for your book(s) and your author platform.
· Twitter
· Google+

· LinkedIn

· Pinterest

· Learning how to schedule Tweets and Facebook posts

· Tracking your links through http://bit.ly.com or https://hootsuite.com to see how many people click on your links

· Google Alerts surveillance to notify you when your name, article, book(s), Twitter handle, or site URL pops up online http://www.google.com/alerts 
· Grading yourself on the effectiveness of your blog, website, Google Alerts, Facebook Page, Twitter account, etc . http://www.freegrader.com/ 
· Social Book Cataloging Sites:

· GoodReads  https://www.goodreads.com/ 

· Shelfari – Part of Amazon  http://www.shelfari.com/ 

What is NOT Part of a Platform:
· Blatant self-promotion

· Hard selling

· Annoying people

· Thinking of it as a one-time event
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