PINTEREST: Use It Wisely
Purpose of Pinterest: It is a social network that acts as a virtual pin board to help you organize and share things you find interesting on the web.

 Basic Terminology
Board: The place where you “pin” your images.

Like: When someone sees a pin they like, but it doesn’t necessarily fit into their own boards.
Pin or Pinning: Posting a picture to your board.

Pinners: Members of Pinterest.
Repin or Repinning: When someone takes an image from one of your boards and repins it to one of their own boards.

Marketing Your Book or Author Brand
· Name/Photo: Use your own name and a professional photo that you use on all your platforms in order to be consistent with your branding.

· About Section: Maximize this by writing a compelling description, and add a (#) hashtag in front of your keywords. Link to your Facebook and Twitter accounts.

· Website: Add your author website URL.

· “Pin It”: Add a Pint It button to your browser toolbar to make pinning of great content easy when you surf the web. Link back to the original source.
· Creating Boards: Spend time defining your target audience, knowing the wants, needs and interests of who you want to engage with on Pinterest.

· Start with 8-10 boards with at least 5 pins each.

· Use relevant keywords and craft short, catchy board titles.

· Add descriptions to your boards to clarify what pins will be found there.

· Include a board for your author website posts and reviews.

· Website/Pin It: Add the Pin It button to your website to make it easy for your website visitors to share content with their Pinterest followers. This is found on the Pinterest Goodies page http://about.pinterest.com/en/goodies 

· Website/“Follow” Icon: Add the Follow icon on the website so your website visitors can follow your Pinterest account from there.

· Add Photos: Use photo editing tools such as:

· PicMonkey: Free online photo editing and collages http://www.picmonkey.com/ 
· MorgunFile: Royalty free, attribution free images you can alter for blot posts http://www.morguefile.com/ 

· Phonto App: Allows you to add text over images on your phone, plus they have a myriad of apps to add filters and other effects. http://bit.ly/1s65sBO 

· Contests: Hold a contest on Pinterest.

· Contests on Pinterest: Look to see what other contests are being held on Pinterest http://bit.ly/1hP3P7D 

· Developing a Contest: Learn how to develop a Pinterest contest http://bit.ly/1oOuVMo 

· Pinterest Collaboration: ALLi (Alliance of Indie Authors) members can pin their covers and those of others on Orna Ross’s Pinterest http://bit.ly/1ioww5W 
Pinning Ideas for Authors

· Resources: Link to favorite authors, sites for readers to find more information on your genre or topic, review sites, writing tips, freelance resources, and literary news.
· Educational: Infographics, tutorials, checklists, lessons, and how-to’s.

· Sneak Peaks: Book launches, insight into your writing process, your book’s characters, the setting of your novel, book trailers, etc.

· Inspirational: Quotes, books, and photos evoking strong emotion.

· Genre Board: Create a board about the genre you write.

· Pinterest Tips for Readers and Writers: A board that has useful tips, ideas, and resources for readers and writers on Pinterest http://bit.ly/1xJF8he 

Sources:
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