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SHANE ELLIOTT  
 

Kansas Paranormal Investor 
Wichita Paranormal Research Society  

Founder & Writer 
 

October 17, 2009 
1:30 - 4:00 pm 

 
Rockwell Public Library 

5939 E. 9th Street 
Wichita, Kansas  

 
 

Next Board Meeting 
October 14, 2009 
6:00 to 8:00 pm 

401 E. Douglas, Wichita 

Join KWA For only $30.00 or Less 
This will give you a one-year membership, our 

monthly newsletter, and a membership card which 
entitles you to discounts to our various programs 

and seminars.  Send your check to: 
KWA, P.O. Box 2236, Wichita, KS 67201 

NOTE:  2009 Dues Prorated  
See Page 3 for Details. 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS            

October 17 - Shane Elliott, Paranormal Invest. 

November 21 - Mike Klaassen, Fiction Author 

December  ?   -  Christmas Party & Awards 

 January 16  -  (To Be Announced) 

 

            Want more info?  Check out 
kwawriters.org/workshops.htm 

Novels — Nonfiction — Children’s Fiction — Short Stories— Romance — Memoirs — Poetry — Fiction — Screenwriting — ALL WRITERS 


������
������
������
������  
 

NEW & RENEWING MEMBERS 
�

New  
Leah Emmart 
Chuck Scott 

 
Renewals  
Cully Abrell 

Kurt Campbell 
Mikelle Fraizer 

Jennifer Fry 
Kelly Johnston 
Sharon North 

Sherry Phillips 
Rachel Poling 
Penny Rader 
B.D. Tharp 

A. Lisette Walker 
 

-  2009 KWA Writing Contest - 
 Postmark by November 1, 2009 
Rules & Regulations on Page 5. 

The Kansas Writers Association is a  
not-for-profit 501(c)(3) organization.   

Our mission is to inform, support, 
encourage, and promote the writer. 
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Market Place 
Markets, News, & Contests 
As always, please visit the websites or send 
a SASE for complete guidelines.  More 
websites of interest on page 7. 

NOTE:  See OTHER section on page 3 
for additional multiple  market listings.      

POETRY 
For poetry markets, check out 
www.thepoetrymarket.com, listed as one 
of Writer's Digest's 101 Best websites for 
Writers 2007.  For general info, send an 
email to:  tpme@thepoetrymarket.com.   
 
The Great American Poetry Show 
(www.tgaps.net) is looking for poems!  
Submit any subject, any style, any length, 
any number, any time by email or by mail 
with SASE. Previously published poems 
and simultaneous submissions are wel-
come.  The Great American Poetry Show, 
P.O. Box 69506, West Hollywood, CA  
90069  info@tgaps.net.  
 
New Love Stories—Poetry  Will buy 
global, electronic and internet rights in all 
languages as well as future anthology 
rights.  You may not resell your story be-
fore it is published in Love Stories Maga-
zine.  After you sign the release they will 
issue a payment of $50 to $75 to you on 
publication along with complementary 
c o p i e s  o f  t h e  m a g a z i n e . 
www.newlovestories.com/poems.html.  
 
Poets & Writers Magazine (pw.org) has an 
excellent website with free info on contests 
and submissions calendar.  They also offer 
a monthly email of upcoming contests.  
 
Small Press Database   Info on 147 small 
presses including Cherry Pie Press which 
publishes work of women poets in Ameri-
can Midwest.  Submission guidelines at    
www.SmallPressDatabase.com. 
 
Youth & Up :  Dorothy Sargent Rosenberg 
Poetry Prize.  Prizes ranging from $1,000 
to $25,000.  Entrants must be under age 40 
on 11/06/2009.  Deadline:  October 17, 
2009.   www.dorothypr izes.org/
checklist.htm. 
 

Writer’s Digest Poetry Awards  32 lines 
or less. First Place $500, Second Place 
$250, Third Place $100 Fourth-Tenth 
Place $25, Eleventh-Twenty-Fifth Place 
$50 Gift Certificate to WD Books.  Sub-
mission deadline:  December 15, 2009.  
www.writersdigest.com/competitions. 
 

                     FICTION 
 
Main Street Rag is seeking short fiction 
to fill two anthologies on the following 
themes: (1) unique small-town characters 
and (2) eccentric women. No deadline—
when they have enough to fill an anthol-
ogy, they will close submissions. For de-
tails, send SASE to Main Street Rag, P.O. 
Box 690100, Charlotte, NC 28227-7001 or 
www.mainstreetrag.com.  
 
New Love Stories—Fiction  Overall 
theme should involve short stories of 
Male/Female love and romance.  These 
stories may be contemporary, historic, 
inspirational , paranormal, or any other 
theme as long as love and romance are 
the main thrust of the story.  Story length 
range from 3,000 to 5,000 words. Pays up 
to $300.  www.newlovestories.com/
wrgu.html. 
 
Family Chronicle  Based in Toronto, Can-
ada.  90% circulation in U.S.  Payment 
varies but not less than $55 per page and 
average considerably  higher.  2,000-7,000 
words.  Article likely to be accepted if 
i n f o r m a t i o n  w e l l  p r e s e n t e d .  
www.familychronicle.com/anotes.htm. 
 
Freelance Writers  Pays $50-$300  Blue 
Mountain Arts.  www.writersweekly.com/
marketsandjobs. 
 
Writer’s Digest 5th Annual Popular 
Fiction Competition  Five Categories.  
4,000 words or less.  Deadline:  November 
2, 2009.  www.writersdigest.com. 
 
10th Annual Writer’s Digest Short 
Short Story Competition  Grand Prize-
$3,000.  Deadline:  December 1, 2009.  
www.writersdigest.com/competitions. 
 
Ploughshares pays $50-250 for literary 
fiction of 300-6,000 words. 

www.writersmarket.com. 
 
American Short Fiction pays $250-500 
for literary fiction of 2,000-15,000 words.  
Mystery or Speculative Fiction.  
www.writersmarket.com. 
 

NON-FICTION 
 
National Association of Memoir Writers 
Free e-Book.  Begin Your Memoir Now—
Sign up for newsletter, online workshops, 
writing a healing memoir, make your sto-
ries sparkle, find your story structure.  
http://clicks.aweber.com/y/ct/. 
 
After Dark Magazine  Seeking non-
fiction articles & essays which reflect gen-
eral subject matter discussed on America’s 
largest overnight radio program in history, 
“Coast to Coast AM.” Areas of interest are 
broad:  life after death, paranormal, psy-
cho-spiritual, demonic possession, exor-
cism, theoretical physics, apocalypse, 
Earth changes, weather patterns, 
UFO’s, alien abductions and phenome-
nal sightings, remote viewing, futurism 
and predictions, animal mutilations, 
spontaneous human combustion Big 
Foot, and more.  1,200-1,800 words. 
www.coasttocoastam.com/gen/afterdark. 

Highlights Foundation   Write for chil-
dren.   Short stories of true life or your 
o wn ad ventu res  gro wing  up .   
www.highlightsfoundation.org.  

National Geographic Traveler Magazine  
Five or more features about U.S. & foreign 
subjects.  Destinations, adventure, main-
stream, accessible to most.  2,500 words.  
www.nationalgeographic.com/.traveler/
writer-guidelines.html. 

Ten Speed Press  publishes 120 titles per 
year.  Innovative ideas.  Emphasizing 
cookbooks, career, business, alternative 
educat ion,  of fbeat non-f ict ion .  
www.WritersMarket.com. 

River Teeth Literary Non-Fiction Prize  
$25 Entry Fee.  Annual contest.  $1,000 to 
winner.  Deadline December 31, 2009.  
www3.ashland.edu/academics/arts_sci/. 
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 OTHER 
 
WritersOnlineWorkshops.com Online 
instruction in fiction, non-fiction, business 
writing, grammar and more.  Write at 
home, set own schedule and get one-on-
one feedback from professional, published 
writer.  http://links.mkt230.com/ctt?kn. 
 
Plain View Press, a 30-year-old independ-
ent publishing house accepting book 
manuscripts—high literary standards, col-
laborative process, activist orientation, 
poetry, fiction, non-fiction—on environ-
mental protection, peace, and gender, ra-
cial, and economic justice. Email: 
sb@plainviewpress.net —put “Query” in 
subject line or  plainviewpress.com.  
 
Gent ly  Read Literature, gent-
lyread.wordpress.com, is looking for re-
views, criticism, and essays on contempo-
rary poetry and literary fiction . 500 
words min (no max).  Email submissions 
to danielsumrall@yahoo.com. Put “GRL 
submission” in the title of email.  Submis-
sions must be in the body of the email or 
attached as an MS Word document. GRL 
publishes monthly; submissions received 
after the 15th of each month will be con-
sidered for the next issue.  

Diversion Press, a new small press, seeks 
book proposals for how-to, slice-of-life, 
academic, and other non-fiction works. 
We are also seeking children’s books, 
fiction and non-fiction short stories, and 
poetry. Please visit the Web site for sub-
mission guidelines and more information 
at  diversionpress.com  or email questions 
to diversionpress@yahoo.com. 

Nimrod Journal published twice a year.  
Its editors looking for new writing and 
works from established writers for their 
Journal.  Deadline October 31, 2009.  
www.utulsa.edu/nimrod. 
 
Big Hat Press  Self-Publishing company 
provides variety of binding styles, product 
options, help getting published.   
www.bighatpress.com. 
Kansas Society of Children’s Book 
Writers & Illustrators   Receive The Sun-
flower Scoop for $5 membership.   
www.kansas-scbwi.org/news.html.  
 
Briar Cliff Review—Poetry, Fiction & 
Creative Non-fiction  August 1-
November 1.  $20 Entry fee per story.  

$1,000 prize for winner in each category.  
www.WritersMarket.com. 

Writer’s Digest Awards   Romance, 
Mystery/Crime-Fiction, Sci-Fi/Fantasy, 
Thriller/Suspense, Horror.  4,000 words 
or less.  Deadline November 2, 2009.  
www.writersdigest.com. 

Kansas Writers Association  Scene of the 
Crime Conference  in Wichita, Kansas.  
Hilton Wichita Airport on Saturday, 
March 27, 2010.  More info at website:  
www.kwawriters.org. 

Erma Bombeck Writers’ Workshops at 
www.humorwriters.org.   Next conference 
scheduled for April 15-17, 2010.  Email:  
erma@udayton.edu. 

OWFI “Write Every Day” Conference 
at Embassy Suites Hotel in Oklahoma 
City, OK, April 29-May 1, 2010.  
www.http://www.owfi.org. 

Cowley County Writers Guild  Newly-
formed group meets at Arkansas City Pub-
lic Library Meeting Room to share ideas, 
critique & network with other writers.  
You do not have to be a published author, 
only interested in writing.  Contact Carol 
at (620) 442-6112. 

Write From the Heart Seminars & 
Coaching  Online courses available by 
best selling author Hal Zina Bennett.   Fic-
t i o n  a n d  N o n - F i c t i o n .  
www.HalZinaBennett.com. 

 
Member News 

Starla Criser contracted manuscripts with 
Black Velvet Seductions:  TRUSTING 
HER short story, ROYAL DIRECTIVE 
short novel, and HER COWBOY’S WAY 
anthology.  Publication dates TBA.   
www.starlakayeromance.com. 
 
Stephanie A. Mann has two book sign-
ings on October 15 at Sarah’s Catholic 
Bookstore, Hutchinson, KS, and October 
22 at Town Crier Bookstore, Emporia, KS.  
Also, she was interviewed on radio station 
1360 AM KAHS on October 1.   
www.supremacyandsurvival.com. 

  
Congratulations Members !! 

  2010 KWA 
      MEMBERSHIP DUES 

  
Adult  (age 21+)          $30.00/yr — Mail 
Adult  (age 21+)          $25.00/yr — Email 
Youth                          $15.00/yr — Email 
 
New Member        *Prorated by Quarter 
  *See Membership Form for Exact Rate                
or contact Membership Chair. 
 
Effective January 1, 2010, all KWA 
memberships will be due.   
 
 If your annual membership is due in Oct, 
Nov, or Dec, 2009, your prorated rate will 
be Adult/$5.00/mail, Adult/$4.00/email, or 
Youth/$3.00/email that covers your mem-
bership until the end of 2009.  The “Mail” 
& “Email” rates apply to whether your 
newsletter is mailed or emailed to you. 
 
All newsletters back to 2004 are available 
online at the KWA website: 
www.kwawriters.org/news.htm. 
 
Please contact Jeanette Shepler, member-
ship chair, at alicesh@cox.net or 838-7599 
about any change in your mailing address, 
telephone number, or email, or member-
ship rate questions.  Thank you. 
 
 

SCENE OF THE CRIME 
All-Day Conference 

- For All Writers - 
 

Saturday  
March 27,  2010 
8:00 am to 5:00 pm 

Hilton Wichita Airport 
 

Fact & Fiction 
14 Workshops  

Keynote Speaker at Lunchtime 
Editor/Agent Consultations 

Crime Scene Writing Contest 
 
Scene Committee Meetings will begin on 
January 21, 2010,   at  7 o'clock at Bor-
ders-East.  Please contact Janet Bahl, 
Chair, at nuts4ks@cox.net  if you can as-
sist.   Co-Chair: Erin O’Donnell.   

Registration forms available in January.       
-  Plan Now to attend    -   
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Presidential 
 Ramblings 
 
 
  By 
 
Courtney Ruthven 
  KWA President 
 
 I love summer!  There is no other time, including 
Christmas, that I love more and have loved so much.   
 When I was a child, summer was that wonderful 
time when I was free.  I did not have to go to school, 
which I hated!  I lived in the country with my Grand-
mother and Grandfather during the summer and where I 
had lots of cousins of approximately my age to play with. 

I had nothing to do except pick blackberries and 
get paid for it; I gathered black walnuts for my Grand-
mother which I did not get paid for.  I had to set the table 
and had to stay out of the way of the adults.  Those were 
my summer obligations, and I did them well.  Although 
the days of my childhood passed, the good feeling for 
summer never did. 

My parents did not let me get a summer job for 
they feared I might keep a $25 per week job instead of 
going to College…their dream for me.  So even through-
out high school, I had nothing to do during the summer.  I 
have to admit that this spoiled me for the period between 
June 1 and Labor Day.  Even when I eventually went to 
work and had to go to work during the summer, I always 
felt slightly abused. 

For me summer is still a time of doing nothing and 
doing it with great abandon. 

But I also loved the coming of Labor Day for that 
was the beginning of autumn.  Autumn was a time filled 
with activity and always a new start.  New things hap-
pened to me, and I instigated new things.  I always felt that 
the slacking off of summer was the refueling that I needed, 
and I really produced in the fall, winter and spring. 

So, although I love summer, I am really ready for 
the autumn and the productivity that it has always brought 
me.  I hope this year that you and I will be productive in 
writing as well as in other ways. 

 
NOTE:  KWA’s 2009 Writing Contest is underway.  
Ray “Grizzly” Racobs, contest chair, is looking for finan-
cial assistance for: 1) Sponsorships, 2) Contributors, 3) 
Monies for expenses, 4) Donations for awards, and 5) 
Door prizes at awards banquet.  Contact Ray at 
raylynda.racobs@att.net if you can assist. 

 

Member Blogs & Websites 
· Keep your eye on the KWA Blog for group news, 

meeting notes, and items of interest to writers. Please 
join in the conversation!  kwawriters.org/blogs 

· Hazel Hart has a blog, “Steps on the Journey.”  
blog.seasonedaspirer.com. 

· B.D. Tharp writes her own blog at 
bdtharp.weebly.com.  

· Tom Mach has both a website www.TomMach.com 
and a blog  www.TomMach.com/blog.   

· Starla Criser (aka Starla Kaye) website is   
www.starlakayeromance.com.  Her blog, Romantic 
Whispers by Starla Kaye, is http://
starlakayeromance.blogspot.com.  

· A. Lisette Walker is posting small writings and 
thoughts on writing, editing, and reading at squid-
killer.blogspot.com.  Seti is blogging about her life at 
singlenochaser.com.     

· Dave “Fedoradude” Norris has a professional web-
site at davidlnorris.com, a personal website at fedo-
radude.com, and a photo website at fedo-
radude.smugmug.com.   

· Arlene Graber has a website at 
www.arlenerainsgraber.com. 

· Matthew Shaw has a blog at 
www.matthewtshaw.blogspot.com. 

· Sheri McGathy has a blog at sherimcgathy.com/sheri/
content/blog/. 

· Ray “Grizzly” Racobs has a website at                 
grizzlysbooks.com. 

· H.B. Berlow has a blog at tiki-
man1962.wordpress.com. 

· Carol Martin has a blog at www.fim-
carol.blogspot.com. 

· Richard Walkup has a website at  
www.richardwalkup.com. 

 
Have writing news?  Get something published?  Win a contest?  
Start a blog?  Be sure to let us know!  Email your information to  
newsletter@kwawriters.org. 

�
�

�
�"There are worse crimes than burning books. One of them 
is not reading them." 
                                                                           - Joseph Brodsky 
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KWA September Meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Starla Criser, novelist 

 

     Just call me Starla and, hopefully, I’ll respond. My le-
gal name is Starla Kay Criser, but I write as Starla Kaye, 
Starla Kay, Kay Starr, and S. K. Fero. The longer I work 
in my writing career, the more confused I become about 
my identity. 
     In the world outside of writing, I am the Community 
Relations Consultant for Criser, Gough & Parrish (a mid-
sized Wichita accounting firm), the office manager for 
Criser & Mardis, Chtd (the CPA firm working with CGP), 
and a volunteer gerontologist with a senior group from the 
Downtown Senior Center. I’m on the board for Music 
Theatre of Wichita, heavily involved in their Guild as past 
president and newsletter editor. And I am in my 14th year 
as editor for a monthly newsletter for seniors at Immanuel 
Baptist Church. 
     In the world of writing, I am the current president of 
WARA (Wichita Area Romance Authors), a past president 
of KWA, and a past president of the Outreach Chapter of 
RWA. As a writer, I have two published long stories, one 
anthology of three contemporary Western romance novel-
las, nineteen novellas in various romance sub-genres, and 
seven novels in various romance sub-genres. Currently I 
have contracts for three novels, a long story, and an an-
thology of ten short stories, all to be published later in 
2009 or early 2010. I publish with ABCD Webmasters/
Blushing Books, Red Rose Publishing, and Black Velvet 
Seductions. 

 

KWA 2009 PROSE & POETRY 

 WRITING CONTEST 
Deadline for submission:  Postmark by November 1, 2009 

Entry  fees:  Adult Member $10 per entry 

                    Adult Non-member $15 per entry 

                    Youth $1.50 per entry (prose or poetry) 

Prizes:  1st Place  $100 

             2nd Place $50 

             3rd Place $25 

Entry Formatting: 

- All work (original & unpublished) should be typed or computer 
printed using 12-point Times New Roman on 8 1/2- x 11-inch white 
paper 

- Prose entries should not exceed 2,500 words 

- Double space prose —  Single space poetry 

- Include name & contact info along with title and category on a 
cover page for each separate entry 

- Include title & page at top of all work to be judged 

Mail Fees & Entries to: 

Ray “Grizzly” Racobs 

Attn:  KWA Contest 

401 N. Lorraine 

Wichita, KS    67214 

Categories: 

Adult Prose 

Creative Non-fiction 

Memoirs –1st person non-fiction 

1st Chapter of a Novel 

1st Chapter of a Novel—Romance 

Short Fiction—any subject 

Juvenile Short Stories—for ages under 10 

Juvenile Short Stories—for ages 10 to 16 

Playwriting  - 90-130 pages 

Adult Poetry—Rhymed or Free Verse  40 line limit 

Youth Division—Prose fiction/non-fiction, any subject  

                         —Poetry Rhymed or Free Verse 40 line limit 

More Information:  www.kwawriters.org/competitions 

 

SPONSORS of the KWA Writing Contest : 

Starla Criser—Criser Gough & Parrish 

Colleen Kelly Johnston 

Susan McKnight—Susan’s Floral 

Ray Racobs—Grizzly’s Books 

Courtney L. Ruthven—Mid-America Fine Arts 

B. D. Tharp—Scribble Freelance Writing 
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Board Bits: 
Kansas Writers 
 
              By 
 
Erin Perry O’Donnell 
Website Coordinator & 
Conference Co-Chair 

 
     There’s a big trend nationwide to eat locally — to patronize 
growers in your area and get a better-for-you product in return. 
People who do it are called “locavores.” It’s like rooting for the 
agricultural home team, and in Kansas it’s easy to do. 
     Lucky for us, it’s easy to read locally here in the Sunflower 
State, too. This year I’ve found myself drawn to authors who 
live here, hail from here, or who write about our fair state. The 
more I do it, the more I seek it out.  
     When I read an author’s depiction of a setting that I know 
well, inevitably I see it in a new light. There’s just something 
about sharing that familiarity with an author that gives me the 
giddy sense of being an insider — of sharing a secret. It’s even 
better when that writer is so skilled in imparting a sense of place 
that he or she doesn’t have to over-describe it. Even if you didn’t 
live here, you’d get it. 
     In her short story collection Nothing Right, published this 
year, Wichita native Antonya Nelson paints a picture of Wichita 
that isn’t always flattering, but it resonates with a truth that has 
nothing to do with civic pride. I get a satisfying little jolt every 
time I recognize a landmark in her stories: Blessed Sacrament 
Catholic Church, Douglas Avenue, East High School. Nelson is 
also talented at characterizing who lives here without turning 
anyone into a caricature. When she had a laugh at someone who 
refers to the Canal Route as the “Root Canal,” I did, too. 
     Nelson’s characters are deeply flawed and seldom aware of 
it. They don’t often learn their lesson. In short, they’re like you 
and me. Check her out. I’m sorry now that I missed her work-
shops when she visited town last April, and I won’t let that op-
portunity pass me by again. 
     Now I’m on to Lawrence writer Laura Moriarty and her 
novel The Rest of Her Life. It’s the story of a family dealing with 
the aftereffects of a fatal accident caused by their golden-girl 
teenage daughter. Moriarty name-checks KU and Lawrence, and 
although she sets her story in a fictional town, her images of 
small-town Kansas life are true, not trite. 
     As Kansans, we suffer from constant mischaracterization by 
outsiders who can’t get past Midwestern clichés to see what’s 
real about us. I appreciate reading stories about my environment 
that get past the surface. I enjoy feeling like I’m in on something 
with the author. And books by Kansas-grown writers don’t end 
with these two. Check out the annual list of Kansas Notable 
Books at skyways.lib.ks.us/orgs/kcfb/notable/ (including, for 
2009, Marco Polo Didn’t Go There, a book of travel writing by 
my childhood friend and fellow North High alum Rolf Potts.) 
     So put some local Kansas authors in your reading diet. 

 

 
A Writing Tip:   
Social Networking 
 
             By 
 
B.D. (Bonnie) Tharp 
KWA Advisor & 
2008 KWA President 
 
 
     I had the pleasure of hearing Starla Criser speak to the KWA 
group in September about romance writing and publishing.  She 
shared some good information about promotions through social 
networking groups and book reviews.  There were several new 
writers in attendance, so we had a nice long social time after-
wards and got to know a little more about them and their writ-
ing.  So, what good is online social networking? 
     In this day and age being visible on the Internet is a must.  
Several of the KWA members have blogs and web sites as well 
as being on Facebook and Twitter.  Will it help you learn to be a 
better writer?  Possibly.  You never know what tidbit of informa-
tion will be shared that might be important to your next story or 
career as a writer.  Will it help you sell your books?  Hopefully.  
If you develop good relationships online, then they will buy your 
book, but I’m not sure any of us want to do the hard sell through 
these venues.  If you have a platform, if you’re knowledgeable 
about something that is prominent in your book and you share 
some of that information with your network, then they will 
probably want to know more and that could lead to sales.  
     Do you have to be a web master to build yourself a web site 
or web log/blog?  Not really.  There are easy web building op-
tions available through your Internet provider.  I have a Wee-
bly.com web site that is easy to use and has a blog option.  Blog-
ger and Blog Spot are also good resources to create your blog.  I 
personally am using Word Press and a free template that my son 
found for me online to build my new domain site bdtharp.com. 
But if you just don’t have the know-how or time, there are pro-
fessionals out there who can help you. Maybe you have an Inter-
net savvy relative who would be willing to help out. Ask your 
writing buddies who did their web sites or whom they might 
recommend. That way you don’t have to pay an arm and a leg, 
just a few fingers and toes.   
     You have to decide if social networking is for you and how 
you want to use it.  Will it be used for intimate friends and fam-
ily only?  Will it be used to connect to your potential audience?  
It could be some of both, because we all know that Mom & Dad 
and your best friend are going to buy our books.  Be careful, 
though.  Be professional but not stuffy.  Be witty and not caus-
tic.  You will build a reputation online, so be sure you’re build-
ing the one you really want.  
 
 
"Success usually comes to those who are too busy to be 
looking for it." 
                                                                 -  Henry David Thoreau 
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Critique Groups 
The Quill to Computer Guild    Group for beginning writers 
of all genres.  Informal, discuss variety of topics. Borders coffee 
shop, 1715 N. Rock Road 7:00 pm Tuesdays.  For more infor-
mat ion,  contact Linda Graves at 945-5535, 
info@sgdrugfree.com. 
 

NOTE:  KWA makes no warranty as to accuracy of any web-
sites listed throughout this newsletter.  The information herein is 
for use at your own risk. 

 
Websites of Interest  

 
Reading and Writing 
· Want to do some internet writing without maintaining 

a blog?  www.helium.com 
· Looking for  Free lance oppor tun i t ies?   

fundsforwriters.com 
· Ghost Ranch  Make 2009 your year of transforma-

tion.  A Ghost Ranch course holds promise of learning 
and self-discovery.  www.ghostranch.org 

· Looking for somewhere to go on vacation?  Check out 
the Shaw Guides writing conference database.  
writing.shawguides.com 

· The Screenwriters Web offers articles, columns, tu-
torials, interviews, etc.  breakingin.net 

· Fiction Addiction  has resources for fiction writers 
and readers.  fictionaddiction.net 

· Author Nation is an online community for authors, 
writers, poets, and readers.  www.authornation.com 

· Looking to get the word out about your writing?  
Check out Author ’s Den.  www.authorsden.com 

· Catch up on your reading through daily emails!  
www.dailylit.com 

· The Pacific Northwest Writers Association 
(PNWA),  www.pnwa.org, has a free online magazine 
Author, which offers writing articles, book reviews, 
and video interviews with new and best-selling au-
thors. www.authormagazine.org 

· Looking for something a little bit different?  This 
site is described as the web’s alt-press playground.  
www.newpages.com 

 
Markets 
· Grants & Markets www.fundsforwriters.com 
· Writing Markets , agents, publishers, contests, ad-

vice, etc. WritersMarket.com 
· Novel & Short Story Writer’s Market 

www.novelandshortstory.com 
· Children’s Writers & Illustrators Market 

www.cwim.com 
· Poet’s Market www.poetsmarket.com 
· Songwriter’s Market www.songwritersmarket.com 

Research 
· According to their website, Bartleby is the preemi-

nent Internet publisher of literature, reference and 
verse, provided free of charge.  www.bartleby.com   

· Don’t know quite what you’re looking for?  Ref Desk 
offers all kinds of information and links, as well as 
news.   www.refdesk.com 

· Wikipedia is written by users.  Some know what 
they’re talking about, some don’t.  Good starting place 
but lousy reputation for accuracy.  Be prepared to ver-
ify it at another site. www.wikipedia.com     

· Have a question but can’t find the answers?  
www.howstuffworks.com 

· The State Library of Kansas offers many items, not 
just books.  kansas.lib.overdrive.com 

· About.com is a great source for all sorts of informa-
tion, from the technical to the supernatural.  Each 
topic has its own host.  www.about.com 

· The Kansas Historical Society has back issues of 
small town newspapers.  www.kshs.org/collections/
newspapers 

· Check your facts.  http://www.factcheck.org.  
· All Acronyms.  Check http://www.all-acronyms.com 
 
Reference 
· Can’t find the word in your dictionary?  Check out the 

Unabridged Dictionary.  www.dictionary.com 
· Looking for a different word?  Try the Thesaurus, 

www.thesaurus.com 
· Too many “he said, she said”?  Use the Word 

Counter, which ranks the most frequently used words 
in any given body of text.  www.wordcounter.com 

· Hear how your writing sounds.  Audio Reader reads 
your 2,000 words back by using one of four voices. 
www.readplease.com 

· Afraid your genius was inspired by someone else?  
Check for Plagiarism.  www.plagiarismchecker.com 

· Coming up short?  Need a breath of fresh air?  Be on 
the lookout for Clichés.  http://cliché.theinfo.org 

· Not quite sure if something you’ve heard is legit?  
Check out the details at Snopes!  www.snopes.com 

· Writing tips info .  www.compulsivereader.com/html   
 
Editors 
· Independent Editors Group  www.bookdocs.com 
· Consulting Editors Alliance consulting-editors.com 
· Publicity www.publicityhound.com 
 
Legal 
· Have any Legal Questions? literarylawguide.com/

resources.htm 
· Sound too good to be true?  It probably is.  Check out 

Writers Beware Alerts.  www.sfwa.org/beware 
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2009 KWA BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

PRESIDENT - Courtney Ruthven  
VICE-PRESIDENT - Sonny Collins 
TREASURER - Mikelle Fraizer  
SECRETARY - A. Lisette (Seti) Walker 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR - Janet Bahl 
MEMBER AT LARGE - Betty Richards  
MEMBER AT LARGE - Kerry Johnston  
HISTORIAN - David Norris  

PROMOTIONS MANAGER -  **  OPEN  **  
WEB SITE COORDINATOR - Erin O’Donnell 
ADVISOR (Past President) -  Bonnie Tharp 

 
2009 KWA CHAIRPERSONS  

CONTEST CHAIR - Ray “Grizzly” Racobs 
MEMBERSHIP CHAIR - Jeanette Shepler 
SCENE OF THE CRIME CONFERENCE - 
 CHAIR - Janet Bahl 
 CO-CHAIR - Erin O’Donnell 

Newsletter Submissions 
Members send your newsletter submissions (articles, member 
news, or other writing input) by the 20th of each month to:   

Janet Bahl 
12401 E. Killarney Street  
Wichita, KS 67206-4159 

newsletter@kwawriters.org  
 
All emails should have “KWA” in the subject line and at-
tachments can be submitted in Microsoft Word format.  
 
 
The Kansas Writers Association is a not-for-profit 501  
(c) (3) organization. 

KANSAS WRITERS ASSOCIATION 
P.O. Box 2236 
Wichita, KS   67201 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 
· Calendar of Events 

· New & Renewing Members 

· Market Place 

· Member News 

· Scene Conference News 

· Presidential Ramblings 

· Member Blogs  &  Websites 

· September  Meeting Info 

· Writing Contest News 

· Board Bits  &  A Writing Tip 

· Websites of Interest 
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Visit our Web Site at:  www.kwawriters.org 

Our Mission Statement 
 

To inform, support, encourage,  
and promote the writer. 

October  2009 


