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ANTHOLOGY READING  
 

at 
 

Watermark Books & Cafe 
4701 E. Douglas, Wichita 

 
March 21, 2009 
1:00 - 3:00 pm 

  
 

Next Board Meeting 
Wednesday, April 15, 2009 

6:00 to 8:00 pm 
Watermark Books, Wichita 

 

Join KWA For $25.00 in March 
This will give you a one-year membership, our 

monthly newsletter, and a membership card which 
entitles you to discounts to our various programs 

and seminars.   
Send your check to: 

KWA, P.O. Box 2236, Wichita, KS 67201 
NOTE:  Membership Dues Increase (page 3) 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS            

March 21 - Anthology Reading at Watermark  

April 18  - Jerry Engler, Author & Poet 

 May 16  -  Publishing Experiences by Members 

 

       Want more info?  Check out 
kwawriters.org/workshops.htm 

Novels — Nonfiction — Children’s Fiction — Short Stories — Memoirs — Poetry — Screenwriting  — ALL WRITERS 
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NEW & RENEWING MEMBERS 

�

New  
Shannon Ratermann 

 
Renewals  
Grace Becker 
Leonard Biggs 
Keith Boscher 

Rachel Dayvault 
Scott Eveloff 

Thomas Heeren 
George Hill 

Linda Kastner 
Dennis McKay 

Lois Ruby 
Courtney Ruthven 

Nancy Swick 
Pamela Unruh 
James Yoder 

  

The Kansas Writers Association is a  
not-for-profit 501(c)(3) organization.   

Our mission is to inform, support, 
encourage, and promote the writer. 
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Market Place 
Markets, News, & Contests 
As always, please visit the Web sites or 
send a SASE for complete guidelines.  
More websites of interest on page 7. 

NOTE:  See OTHER section on page 3 
for additional multiple  market listings.        

POETRY 
For poetry markets, check out 
www.thepoetrymarket.com, listed as one 
of Writer's Digest's 101 Best Websites for 
Writers 2007.  For general info, send an 
email to:  tpme@thepoetrymarket.com.   
 
The Great American Poetry Show 
(www.tgaps.net) is looking for poems!  
Submit any subject, any style, any length, 
any number, any time by e-mail or by mail 
with SASE. Previously published poems 
and simultaneous submissions are wel-
come.  The Great American Poetry Show, 
P.O. Box 69506, West Hollywood, CA  
90069  info@tgaps.net.  
 
New Love Stories—Poetry  Will buy 
global, electronic and internet rights in all 
languages as well as future anthology 
rights.  You may not resell your story be-
fore it is published in Love Stories Maga-
zine.  After you sign the release they will 
issue a payment of $50 to $75 US to you 
on publication along with complementary 
c o p i e s  o f  t h e  m a g a z i n e . 
www.newlovestories.com/poems.html.  
 
Poets & Writers Magazine (pw.org) has an 
excellent website with contest listings and 
submissions calendar.  They also offer a 
monthly email of upcoming contests.  And 
it’s all FREE. 
 
Four Way Books Poetry Prizes offered 
annually for best previously unpublished 
collection of poetry.  Award includes 
$1,000 and publication of the winning 
manuscript.  writersmarket.com  Deadline:  
March 31. 
           

                    FICTION 
 
Main Street Rag is seeking short fiction 
to fill two anthologies on the following 
themes: (1) unique small-town characters 

and (2) eccentric women. No deadline—
when we have enough to fill an anthology, 
they will close submissions. For details, 
send SASE to Main Street Rag, P.O. Box 
690100, Charlotte, NC 28227-7001 or visit 
online at www.mainstreetrag.com.  
 
New Love Stories—Fiction 
Overall theme should involve short stories 
of Male/Female love and romance.  These 
stories may be contemporary, historic, 
inspirational, paranormal, or any other 
theme as long as love and romance are 
the main thrust of the story.  Story length 
range from 3,000 to 5,000 words. Pays up 
to $300.  www.newlovestories.com/
wrgu.html. 
 
Family Chronicle 
Based in Toronto, Canada but 90% of cir-
culation is in the US.  Payment varies but 
not less than $55 per page and average is 
considerably  higher.  Average 2,000 
words or up to 7,000.  If information is 
useful and well presented, an article of this 
length is likely to be accepted.  
www.familychronicle.com/anotes.htm. 
 
Freelance Writers  Pays $50-$300  Blue 
Mountain Arts.  www.writersweekly.com/
marketsandjobs. 
 
Fundamentals of Fiction Writing  March 
Workshop.  Use coupon code MAR09 save 
10%.  www.writersOnlineWorkshops.com. 
 
Black Orchid Novella Award  No Entry 
Fee.  Unpublished fiction that conforms to 
tradition of Nero Wolfe series.  Entries 
must be 15,000 to 20,000 words.  Prize is 
$1,000 from Alfred Hitchcock Mystery 
Magazine plus publication in the maga-
zine.  Deadline:  May 31, 2009. 

 
NON-FICTION 

 
Y’All Magazine  of Southern People.  Its 
unprecedented editorial mix of music, 
sports, movies, politics and more captures 
today’s Southern spirit.  Queries must be 
on or about Southern celebrities or extraor-
dinary ordinary Southerners, or elements 
of Southern culture.  Fiction or  true life.  
Pays 15 cents a word. 
www.yall.com/guidelines.shtml. 

National Association of Memoir Writers 
Free e-Book.  Begin Your Memoir Now—
Sign up for newsletter, online workshops, 
writing a healing memoir, make your sto-
ries sparkle, find your story structure.  
http://clicks.aweber.com/y/ct/. 
 
After Dark  Currently seeking non-fiction 
articles and essays which reflect the gen-
eral subject matter discussed on America’s 
largest overnight radio program in history, 
“Coast to Coast AM.” In general, the areas 
of interest are broad.  They include life 
after death, paranormal, psycho-spiritual, 
demonic possession, exorcism, theoretical 
physics, apocalypse, Earth changes, 
weather patterns, UFO’s, alien abductions 
and phenomenal sightings, remote view-
ing, futurism and predictions, animal muti-
lations, spontaneous human combustion 
Big Foot, and more.  1,200-1,800 words. 
www.coasttocoastam.com/gen/afterdark. 

Erma Bombeck Writers’ Workshops at 
www.humorwriters.org.   Next conference 
scheduled for Spring 2010 with more info 
by Fall 2009.  Email:  erma@udayton.edu. 

A Cup of Comfort for Fathers  The con-
nection between father and child can be 
deep.  Submit true stories about life-
defining and life– enriching relationships 
and experiences shared by fathers and their 
children.  Personal essays written by fa-
t h e r s ,  d a u g h t e r s ,  a n d  s o n s .  
www.cupofcomfort.com.  Deadline:  April 
1, 2009.   

Highlights Foundation  Write for chil-
dren. Short stories of true life.  Info: 
www.highlightsfoundation.org.  

Accelerated Fundamentals of Nonfiction 
Writing.   Learn basic creative techniques 
associated with all types of nonfiction 
writing, including interviewing basics.  
Register for March.  Use coupon code 
MAR09 & save 10%.  WritersOnline-
Workshops.com. 

Northern Colorado Writers  Contest 
deadline March 9.  Email ker-
rie@ncwc.biz or website www.ncwc.biz. 
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 OTHER 
 
WritersOnlineWorkshops.com Online 
instruction in fiction, non-fiction, business 
writing, grammar and more.  Write at 
home, set own schedule and get one-on-
one feedback from professional, published 
writer. http://links.mkt230.com/ctt?kn. 
 
Plain View Press, a 30-year-old independ-
ent publishing house accepting book 
manuscripts—high literary standards, col-
laborative process, activist orientation, 
poetry, fiction, non-fiction—on environ-
mental protection, peace, and gender, ra-
cial, and economic justice. E-mail: 
sb@plainviewpress.net —put “Query” in 
subject line. Guidelines at website and e-
bookstore:   plainviewpress.com.  
 
Gent ly  Read Literature, gent-
lyread.wordpress.com, is looking for re-
views, criticism, and essays on contempo-
rary poetry and literary fiction . 500 
words min. (no max.) Email submissions 
to danielsumrall@yahoo.com. Put “GRL 
submission” in the title of email.  Submis-
sions must be in the body of the email or 
attached as an MS Word document. GRL 
publishes monthly; submissions received 
after the 15th of each month will be con-
sidered for the next issue.  
 
Spalding University’s four-semester, 
brief-residency Master of Fine Arts in 
Creative Writing combines superb instruc-
tion with unparalleled flexibility. At the 
beginning of each semester, students and 
faculty work together at a 10-day resi-
dency (in Louisville or abroad), after 
which they return home to correspond one-
on-one through an exchange of 5 packets 
between the student and the faculty mentor 
for the rest of the semester. Study fiction, 
poetry, creative nonfiction, writing for 
children and young adults, screenwrit-
ing, or playwriting . Request brochure 
FA35 by email: mfa@spalding.edu, by 
phone: (800) 896-8941, ext 2423, or see  
website: www.spalding.edu/mfa. 

Diversion Press, a new small press, seeks 
book proposals for how-to, slice-of-life, 
academic, and other nonfiction works. We 
are also seeking children’s books, fiction 
and nonfiction short stories, and poetry. 
Please visit the Web site for submission 
guidelines and more information at  diver-
sionpress.com  or e-mail questions to di-

versionpress@yahoo.com. 

Top 5 Tips to Publish Successfully in 
2009.  Outskirts Press advises writers at  
writersdigest-newsletter@fwpubs.com.  
 
ALTA National Translation Award of-
fered annually by the American Literary 
Translators Association.  Award includes a 
$2,500 prize, and winning book will be 
featured at the annual ALTA fall confer-
ence.  writersmarket.com  Deadline:  
March 31. 
 
Joseph Henry Jackson Award offered 
annually for unpublished work-in-progress 
fiction (novel or short story), nonfiction, 
or poetry by author age 20-35, with 3-year 
consecutive residency in northern Califor-
nia or Nevada prior to submission.  Three 
awards each $2,000.  writersmarket.com . 
Deadline: March 31. 
 
LuLu.com  Enter Lulu’s first ever Author 
Sales Contest and you could win up to 
$1,500.  Check website:  www.lulu.com.  
Deadline:  March 31. 
 
Thrillerfest 09  NewYork City July 8-11, 
2009.  www.thrillerwriters.org/thrillerfest. 

 
 
Member News 
 

Starla Criser, aka Starla Kaye, sold a 
novella, “The Trouble with Molly,” for 
publication in February.  She has also 
sold two short stories, “So Wrong…” 
and “Devil in a Stetson,” to Oysters 
and Chocolate.    
 
Bill DeArmond ’s story, “Sophie’s 
Walk,” was accepted by The Griffin, a 
literary journal of Gwynedd-Mercy 
College in Pennsylvania, for its fall 
2009 issue. 
 
Jennifer Sparlin’s short travel article, 
“Laundry’s Labour’s Almost Lost” 
was published in The Wichita Eagle on 
February 1. 
 
Congratulations Members!!! 
          
 

        NOTICE   
 

   KWA MEMBERSHIP DUES 
 RATE INCREASE 

 
Effective:       April 1, 2009 
 
Adult  (age 21+)                       $30.00/yr 
 
Youth                                       $15.00/yr 
 
Discount Option:  Adult members who 
elect to receive the monthly KWA News-
letter by email only can deduct $5 from 
the yearly dues at renewal = $25.00/yr.  
Youth members will receive the newsletter 
by email only.  KWA underwrites half the 
cost of printing the newsletter.   
 
Remember all newsletters back to 2004 are 
also available online at the website: 
www.kwawriters.org/news.htm. 
 
 

Attention Members: 
Would you be willing to switch from 
receiving your mailed newsletter to 
email only?  To change to an emailed 
newsletter, contact Janet Bahl at news-
letter@kwawriters.org.   Thanks a lot! 
 
2009 KWA Board of Directors:  
The Promotions Manager slot is still 
open.  If you are interested in helping 
KWA this year with PR, please contact a 
Board member or email Janet Bahl at 
info@kwawriters.org today. 

 
 
Coming Up…  
Scene of the Crime 
Conference 
March 19 & 20,  2010 
Our next Scene of the Crime will be 
at the Hilton Wichita Airport.  KWA’s 
chair for this event is Janet Bahl and 
co-chair is Erin O’Donnell.  First com-
mittee meeting will be March 19, 
2009.  Please volunteer to assist a 
Scene Committee for this event.  Con-
tact Janet Bahl at nuts4ks@cox.net.          
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Presidential 
 Ramblings 
 
 
 By 
 
Courtney Ruthven 
   KWA President 
 
 
    Have you ever had one of those 
days when you had to write something but you were completely 
dry?  If you have had dry times, perhaps this solution will help 
you. 
 
    I have come up dry many times; I have not known what I was 
going to write or how I was going to write it.  That happened all 
the time when I was in college, and it happened at times when I 
had professional reports and papers to write.  However, I never 
failed to write what was needed, that was because I had no 
choice.  I had to write the report, paper, essay, poem or whatever 
or fail the class or my duty to a patient.  So I wrote.  I wrote 
something, or anything, to get started.  What I found is that get-
ting started was the hardest part, once I was started words began 
to flow…it is true that sometimes I had to throw many of those 
words out…but I did write.  And in the process of writing I be-
gan to have something to say. 
 
    Somewhere along the line I got into the habit of writing when 
I was required to write and I forgot about the blocking…until the 
external pressures of college and profession were removed.  
Then I began to write for pleasure, family or hope, perhaps vain 
hope, for publication.  Once I had no external pressure to per-
form I began to put off writing and as I did it became harder and 
harder to write.  I always had something else to do when I felt 
dry.  And guess what I often did that something else, so…I 
stopped writing for a while. 
   
    Recently, I decided that I needed to produce my own pressure.  
I would write for a set time five days a week.  I would write 
even if I had nothing to write.  Guess what, I began to produce.  
The more I worked this system the more I wrote, and I believe 
that my writing got better.  Writing is a skill that must be prac-
ticed to be good, but it can also become a habit.  For sloths like 
me it has to be a habit.  
 
    I realize that not everyone can dedicate a specific amount of 
time five days a week to writing, but we all can dedicate some 
time to writing.  Making writing a habit has helped me.   I hope 
that my experience will help at least a few of you who may have 
this problem. 
 
    In the meantime, however you do it, keep writing. 
 
 

Member Blogs & Websites 
· Keep your eye on the KWA Blog for group news, 

meeting notes, and items of interest to writers. Please 
join in the conversation!  kwawriters.org/blogs 

· Hazel Hart has a blog, “Steps on the Journey.”  
blog.seasonedaspirer.com. 

· 2008 President BD Tharp writes her own blog at 
bdtharp.weebly.com.  

· Brian Johnson has a blog at www.blogger.com/
profile/ 12208345990889873506.  His blog has two 
parts; Ruminations of Thunder, about his storm chas-
ing, and That Damn Dash, about writing and anything 
else on his mind. 

· Tom Mach has both a website (www.TomMach.com) 
and a blog  (www.TomMach.com/blog).   

· Starla Criser invites everyone to check out her new 
website, www.starlakay.com, and her updated website, 
www.starlakaye.com.   She also has two blogs now: 
blossomthewise.wordpress.com contains the rambling 
thoughts of her beloved Blossom the cow, heroine of 
many popular short stories, while star-
lakaye.wordpress.com contains musings about Starla's 
adventures in writing and life.  

· Kathy Pritchett  blogs regularly on her website 
www.myspace.com/katherinepritchett and on 
 katherine-pritchett.blogspot.com. 

· Lisette Walker is posting small writings and thoughts 
on writing, editing, and reading at squid-
killer.blogspot.com.   

· Icess Fernandez and Lisette Walker are blogging 
about their lives at singlenochaser.com.     

· Dave “Fedoradude” Norris has a professional web-
site at: davidlnorris.com, a personal website at fedo-
radude.com, and a photo website at fedo-
radude.smugmug.com.   

· Arlene Graber has a new website at 
www.arlenerainsgraber.com. 

· Matthew Shaw has a blog at 
www.matthewtshaw.blogspot.com. 

 
Have writing news?  Get something published?  Win a contest?  
Start a blog?  Be sure to let us know!   
Email  newsletter@kwawriters.org. 
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KWA February Meeting  

Kerry Johnston, left, & Carol Hughes, speaker 

By Kerry Johnston 
 

Carol Hughes, the KWA February speaker, and Mem-
ber-At-Large board member, Kerry Johnston, have been friends 
since college. Carol was an ideal candidate for the general mem-
bership meeting because in addition to her day job as music di-
rector and on-air personality for KFDI 101.3 country radio, she 
writes plays for Mosley Street Melodrama in Wichita.  

Carol started her radio and advertising copywriting 
career at KICT. Noting that radio doesn't pay much, Carol said 
she began moonlighting as a waitress at the Empire House Res-
taurant, formerly at the Old Cowtown Museum in Wichita.  Be-
ing able to watch show after show repeatedly inspired her to 
begin writing plays of her own. 

Mutual friends bloomed into opportunity at both 
Mosley Street and Cabaret Oldtown. Her first play was collabo-
ration with other women who, like her, were entering middle 
age. The result, Menopaus-a-paloosa, ran two seasons in 2006 
and 2007. Her latest work, Little Miss Moonshine, will open in 
April. 

Carol noted that she sticks to the genre of parody— 
similar to Saturday Night Live, for example— for which she can 
write without worrying too much about copyright issues. How-
ever, she is looking forward to an all-original play very soon.  

Carol's writing process is very internal. Ideas come to 
her while she is otherwise active:  walking her dogs, Lily and 
Buddy, in the line at the grocery store, or, like most writers, 
lying awake in bed at night. Then she sets goals for how many 
pages she needs to write in a given time period. After her script 
is finished, her friend, John, an experienced director in Wichita's 
playhouse community, helps her block her script and refine tran-
sitions. Then Carol, the director, prop person, and actors meet in 
committee fashion prior to rehearsals. Script changes can occur 
at any point, and she welcomes ideas from all observers.  
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 SPRING 
        

         By  

    Janet Bahl 

Newsletter Editor 

         Spring will be 
springing up all around us 
in the month of March.  The official calendar date is March 20, 
but many signs of new growth can happen way before that im-
portant day.  Budding trees and growing plants go along with 
fertilizer, compost, vegetable seeds, and anything organic that 
might dictate and tell us to write about “going green.”  Discover 
and search for the “green spots” in your life. 
     Have you said to yourself recently that you just didn’t have a 
thing to write about?  “I’m blank.”  Your tablet remains un-
touched and your computer screen is still lifeless after forty min-
utes.  “I have nothing to say right now.” 
     Try this.  Since the weather is getting warmer outside and the 
sun shines a lot these warm and breezy days, grab a notepad and 
pencil, spend some time by yourself outside, and snuggle into 
your favorite lawn chair.  Then close your eyes for a few min-
utes as you listen to the tweeting birds and other sounds around 
you.  Think about what’s great in your life right now.  Later 
follow the feisty squirrels as they scamper around the yard.  
Then try to remember a time when you felt carefree, happy, and 
relaxed.  Maybe you were a child back on the farm or living in 
another state or possibly it was only last week when life was 
good.  What activities did you enjoy outside?  Then write about 
it. 
     Why not visit an old school friend that you haven’t seen for 
years?  Don’t just email him or her.  Rather, meet somewhere 
convenient for both and go sit on the grass right up close to your 
best friend from third grade and talk and throw a pebble or two 
into a nearby stream.  Did you enjoy your time together?  What 
excursions have you experienced in the past with your pal?  
Then write about it. 
     How about spending a few hours with your grandmother 
while she cooks a delicious treat just for you?  Then later you 
can sit on the porch during a spring shower and listen to grandpa 
tell some new jokes (or maybe repeat some old ones) and laugh 
out loud.  Keep in mind that one day they’ll be gone so treasure 
your hours together while you can.  Explore your feelings for 
family and then write about it.  And wouldn’t a special aunt, 
uncle, or cousin enjoy receiving an actual handwritten letter 
from you that was delivered by the mailman?   
     I remember a college professor stating one time (many 
moons ago) that you can walk into any room, anywhere, at any 
time and find at least twenty things to write about just by look-
ing around.  At first in the classroom that day, I doubted it.  Yet, 
now I think it might be more like a hundred elaborate things you 
can generate in your mind at any time and write about. 
     Nevertheless, a writing inspiration is where you find it.  
Springtime is a season chucked full of stories.  So take time in 
March to check it out!   
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Board Bits: 
Not A Clue? 

 
 
          By 
 
       Sonny Collins 
 KWA Vice-President 

 
 
     As some of you may or may not know, I was elected vice-
president of the Kansas Writers Association for 2009.  Now that 
I have let the title sink in a bit, I think I could have done better if 
I had applied myself more to the task.  Then again, it was a last 
moment decision—literally!  Thanks a lot board of 2008. 
  
    What's done is done, but now I have to ask myself a simple 
question—what was I thinking?  I don't have a clue how to be 
vice-president.  So, with that being said, forgive me in advance 
for any mistakes I may make along the way.  I will be depending 
on a lot of the members to steer me in the right direction.  This is 
not to say that I won't be trying to do my best.  After all, I've 
been clueless before and found my way. 
   
    My entire writing career began without a clue.  It started with 
a bet from my father, Martin Collins, as to who could get a book 
published first.  I stole his Writer’s Digest and sent off two sto-
ries I had written twenty years before during my college days 
to—get ready—the hated Publish America.  Of course they 
wanted to publish both books and I readily signed the contracts 
without a clue.  Needless to say, I sold few books through 
them.  But!  A local publisher of school books saw an arti-
cle about my first novel in the paper and contacted me about 
doing something with them.  The only downside was they 
wanted me to format and design my own books.  Once again, I 
did not have a clue.  After much experimenting, I hit upon that 
magic moment when I had what I wanted.  Being a photographer 
as well, I was even allowed to design my own covers.  Thus, two 
books of poetry have been published and sold to school libraries 
all across the Midwest.  And from these I have made money and 
sold some books.  I have a collection of short stories coming out 
from them soon.  Currently I am at work on a play, and—you 
guessed it—I haven't got a clue. 
 
    Now that you have seen my journey to this place at this mo-
ment, I want to leave you with this simple message.  Not a clue 
how to do something?  Do it anyway and learn from the experi-
ence.  How many of you are going to get a book published in the 
next year?  I don't have a clue—and neither will you unless you 
start writing and sending your works out.  I look forward to 
reading what began without a clue! 

 
 

 
A Writing Tip:   
Using the Senses 
 
 
            By 
 
B.D. (Bonnie) Tharp 
2008 KWA President 
 
 
 
    Using all five senses helps to create a real experience for the 
reader from your story.  It’s vital to use sight, smell, touch, 
sound, taste and even emotional feeling.  What does the scene 
smell like, how does it look and what do they touch or taste?   
 
    It’s much more than just a soft kiss.  Do his lips taste like mint 
or feel like silk?  Does he smell like English Leather and soap?  
OR, are his lips cold and hard as steel?  Does he smell like blood 
and sweat?  Each description creates a much different response 
in the reader about the person being kissed.   
 
    In describing the scene, put the reader in it by letting them 
feel the coarse sand between their toes and the cold water of the 
Pacific.  Maybe their bare feet are raw from the jagged shards of 
volcanic rock?  Is the rain a soft mist that coats the hair like 
stars, or icy sheets that drench and chill in a matter of seconds?  
Again you can feel the difference.   
 
    There are so many good ways to share the world your story is 
set in, not the least of which is food.  Is it so spicy that sweat 
beads appear on your lip?  Is it cold enough to freeze your throat 
and cause an immediate ache in your sinus?  Is the coffee bitter 
and filled with grounds?  Are the vegetables old and shriveled, 
tasting more like dirt than the unique flavor of spring?  Make it 
vivid. 
 
    All of these types of examples can help to pull the reader into 
the story and make it real for them.  So, sharpen your senses and 
use them on the page. 
 
 
 
“ ���� ���� ���� ����� ��
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                                                                  - Mark Twain 
 
 
Google “Critique Groups” and find some writers in your 
area who write in similar genres.  You’ll receive some 
good advice and help with your own work within the 
group.  
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Critique Groups 
The Quill to Computer Guild  is a critique group for 
beginning writers of all genres.  Informal, discuss 
wide variety of topics. Meet at Borders, 1715 N. 
Rock Road, 7:00 pm. on Tuesdays in the coffee shop.  
Call the first time you plan to attend so time and 
place can be verified.  For more information, contact 
Linda Graves at 945-5535, info@sgdrugfree.com. 
 
Websites of Interest  
 
Reading and Writing 
· Want to do some internet writing without main-

taining a blog?  www.helium.com 
· Looking for  Free lance oppor tun i t ies?   

fundsforwriters.com 
· Ghost Ranch  Make 2009 your year of transforma-

tion.  A Ghost Ranch course holds promise of learning 
and self-discovery.  www.ghostranch.org 

· Looking for somewhere to go on vacation?  Check out 
the Shaw Guides writing conference database.  
writing.shawguides.com 

· The Screenwriters Web offers articles, columns, tu-
torials, interviews, etc.  breakingin.net 

· Fiction Addiction  has resources for fiction writers 
and readers.  fictionaddiction.net 

· Author Nation is an online community for authors, 
writers, poets, and readers.  www.authornation.com 

· Looking to get the word out about your writing?  
Check out Author ’s Den.  www.authorsden.com 

· Catch up on your reading through daily emails!  
www.dailylit.com 

· The Pacific Northwest Writers Association 
(PNWA),  www.pnwa.org, has a free online magazine 
Author, which offers writing articles, book reviews, 
and video interviews with new and best-selling au-
thors. www.authormagazine.org 

· Looking for something a little bit different?  This site 
is described as the web’s alt-press playground.  
www.newpages.com 

· www.compulsivereader.com/html  Writing tips/info. 
 
Markets 
· Grants & Markets www.fundsforwriters.com 
· Writing Markets , agents, publishers, contests, ad-

vice, etc. WritersMarket.com 
· Novel & Short Story Writer’s Market 

www.novelandshortstory.com 
· Children’s Writers & Illustrators Market 

www.cwim.com 
· Poet’s Market www.poetsmarket.com 
· Songwriter’s Market www.songwritersmarket.com 

Research 
· According to their website, Bartleby is the preemi-

nent Internet publisher of literature, reference and 
verse, provided free of charge.  www.bartleby.com   

· Don’t know quite what you’re looking for?  Ref Desk 
offers all kinds of information and links, as well as 
news.   www.refdesk.com 

· Wikipedia is written by users.  Some of them know 
what they’re talking about, some don’t.  This can be a 
good starting place, but it has a lousy reputation for 
accuracy.  If you do find something on here, be pre-
pared to verify it at another site. www.wikipedia.com     

· Have a question but can’t find the answers?  
www.howstuffworks.com 

· The State Library of Kansas offers many items, not 
just books.  kansas.lib.overdrive.com 

· About.com is a great source for all sorts of informa-
tion, from the technical to the supernatural.  Each 
topic has its own host.  www.about.com 

· The Kansas Historical Society has back issues of 
small town newspapers.  www.kshs.org/collections/
newspapers 

· http://www.factcheck.org  Check your facts  
 
Reference 
· Can’t find the word in your dictionary?  Check out the 

Unabridged Dictionary.  dictionary.com 
· Looking for a different word?  Try the Thesaurus, 

which also includes a dictionary & encyclopedia.  
www.thesaurus.com 

· Too many “he said, she said”?  Use the Word 
Counter, which ranks the most frequently used words 
in any given body of text.  www.wordcounter.com 

· Hear how your writing sounds.  Audio Reader reads 
your 2,000 words back by using one of four voices. 
www.readplease.com 

· Afraid your genius was inspired by someone else?  
Check for Plagiarism.  www.plagiarismchecker.com 

· Coming up short?  Need a breath of fresh air?  Be on 
the lookout for Clichés.  http://cliché.theinfo.org 

· Not quite sure if something you’ve heard is legit?  
Check out the details at Snopes!  www.snopes.com 

 
Editors 
· Independent Editors Group  www.bookdocs.com 
· Consulting Editors Alliance consulting-editors.com 
· Publicity www.publicityhound.com 
 
Legal 
· Have any Legal Questions? literarylawguide.com/

resources.htm 
· Sound too good to be true?  It probably is.  Check out 

Writers Beware Alerts.  www.sfwa.org/beware 
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2009 KWA BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

PRESIDENT - Courtney Ruthven  
VICE-PRESIDENT - Sonny Collins 
TREASURER - Mikelle Fraizer  
SECRETARY - A. Lisette (Seti) Walker 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR - Janet Bahl 
MEMBER AT LARGE - Betty Richards  
MEMBER AT LARGE - Kerry Johnston  
HISTORIAN - Dave Norris  

PROMOTIONS MANAGER - *** OPEN ***  
WEB SITE COORDINATOR - Erin O’Donnell 
ADVISOR (Past Pres.) -  Bonnie Tharp 

 
2009 KWA CHAIRPERSONS  

CONTEST CHAIR - Ray “Grizzly” Racobs 
MEMBERSHIP CHAIR - Jeanette Shepler 
SCENE OF THE CRIME  
 CHAIR - Janet Bahl 
 CO-CHAIR - Erin O’Donnell 

Newsletter Submissions 
Members send your newsletter submissions (articles, member 
news, or encouraging quotes) by the 20th of each month to:   

Janet Bahl 
12401 E. Killarney Street  
Wichita, KS 67206-4159 

newsletter@kwawriters.org  
 
All emails should have “KWA” in the subject line and at-
tachments can be submitted in Microsoft Word format.  
 
 
The Kansas Writers Association is a not-for-profit 501  
(c) (3) organization. 

KANSAS WRITERS ASSOCIATION 
P.O. Box 2236 
Wichita, KS   67201 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 
· Calendar of Events 

· New & Renewing Members 

· Market Place & Member News 

· MEMBERSHIP DUES INCREASE 

· Presidential Ramblings 

· Blog Listings 

· February Meeting Info 

· “Spring” 

· Board Bits 

· A Writing Tip 

· Websites of Interest  
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Visit our Web Site at:  www.kwawriters.org 

Our Mission Statement 
 

To inform, support, encourage,  
and promote the writer. 

March  2009 


