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Travel Writing  
 

Diana Lambdin Meyer 
Author & Travel Writer 

 
January 17, 2009 

 
1:30 - 4:00 pm 

Rockwell Public Library 
5939  E. 9th Street 

Wichita, Kansas  
 

First Monthly Club Meeting of ‘09 
Be There !!! 

Join KWA For Only $25.00 
This will give you a one-year membership, 
our monthly newsletter, and a membership 
card which entitles you to discounts to our 

various programs and seminars.   
Send your check to: 

KWA, P.O. Box 2236, Wichita, KS 67201 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
January 17 - Travel Writing 

February 21 - Melodramas 

March 21 - Agent Workshop (tentative)  

  April 18 - Anthologies Reading & Signing 

                             (tentative) 

Want more info?  Check out 
kwawriters.org/workshops.htm 

Novels — Nonfiction — Children’s Fiction — Short Stories — Memoirs — Poetry — Screenwriting  — ALL WRITERS 
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NEW & RENEWING MEMBERS 
�
�

New  
 

Paul Wilson 
 
 

Renewals  
 

Andrew Aldrich 
Ralph Allen, Jr. 

Tonya Cummings 
Diana Kitch 
Jean Lukesh  

Maurice Henry Van Strickland 
 
 

The Kansas Writers Association is a  
not-for-profit 501(c)(3) organization.   

Our mission is to inform, support, 
encourage, and promote the writer. 
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Market Place 
Markets, News, & Contests 
As always, please visit the Web sites or 
send a SASE for complete guidelines. 

 

POETRY 
For more poetry markets, check out 
www.thepoetrymarket.com, listed as one of 
Writer's Digest's 101 Best Websites for 
Writers 2007.  For general info, send an 
email to:  tpme@thepoetrymarket.com.   
 
The Great American Poetry Show 
(www.tgaps.net) is looking for poems!  
Submit any subject, any style, any length, 
any number, any time by e-mail or by mail 
with SASE. Previously published poems 
and simultaneous submissions are wel-
come.  
The Great American Poetry Show, P.O. 
Box 69506, West Hollywood, CA  90069 
info@tgaps.net.  
 
BkMk Press Ciardi/Chandra Prizes.  
Two prizes of $1,000 each and publication 
by BkMk Press are given annually for a 
poetry collection and a short story collec-
tion. Submit 50 to 110 pages of poetry or 
150 to 300 pages of short fiction. 
Entry fee: $25 
Deadline:  January 15, 2009 
BkMk Press, Ciardi/Chandra Prizes, 5100 
Rockhill Road, University of Missouri, 
Kansas City, MO 64110-2499 
(816) 235-2558.  
bkmk@umkc.edu  
www.umkc.edu/bkmk  
 
Colorado Review Colorado Prize.  A 
prize of $1,500 and publication by the 
Center for Literary Publishing is given 
annually for a poetry collection. Submit a 
manuscript of 40 to 100 pages.   
Entry fee:  $25 (includes subscription) 
Deadline: January 12, 2009 
Colorado Review, Colorado Prize, Center 
for Literary Publishing, 9105 Campus De-
livery, Department of English, Colorado 
State University, Fort Collins, CO 80523. 
(970) 491-5449.  
creview@colostate.edu 
coloradoreview.colostate.edu 
 

Cultural Center of Cape Cod Poetry 
Competition.  A prize of $1,000 will be 
given annually for a single poem. Submit 
up to three poems totaling no more than 
five pages.   
Entry fee:  $15  
Deadline:  January 15, 2009 
Cultural Center of Cape Cod, Poetry Com-
petition, P.O. Box 118, 307 Old Main 
Street, South Yarmouth, MA 02664.  
(508) 394-7100.  
lwolkculturalccc@verizon.net  
www.cultural-center.org 
 
Del Sol Press Poetry Prize.  A prize of 
$1,200, publication by Del Sol Press, and 
20 author copies are given annually for a 
poetry collection. All entries will be con-
sidered for publication. Submit a poetry 
manuscript of 50 to 100 pages. 
Entry fee:  $24  
Deadline:  January 15, 2009 
Del Sol Press, Poetry Prize, c/o Web Del 
Sol, 2020 Pennsylvania Avenue NW, Suite 
443, Washington, D.C. 20006.  
www.delsolpress.org/dsp-poetryprize.htm 
 
New Love Stories—Poetry 
Will buy global, electronic and internet 
rights in all languages as well as future 
anthology rights.  You may not resell your 
story before it is published in Love Stories 
Magazine.  After you sign the release they 
will issue a payment of $50 to $75 US to 
you on publication along with complemen-
tary copies of the magazine. 
www.newlovestories.com/poems.html.  

         

            FICTION 
Main Street Rag is seeking short fiction 
to fill two anthologies on the following 
themes: (1) unique small-town characters 
and (2) eccentric women. No deadline—
when we have enough to fill an anthology, 
they will close submissions. For details, 
send SASE to Main Street Rag, P.O. Box 
690100, Charlotte, NC 28227-7001 or visit 
online at www.mainstreetrag.com.  
 
New Love Stories—Fiction 
Overall theme should involve short stories 
of Male/Female love and romance.  These 

stories may be contemporary, historic, 
inspirational, paranormal, or any other 
theme as long as love and romance are the 
main thrust of the story.  Story length 
range from 3,000 to 5,000 words. Pays up 
to $300.  www.newlovestories.com/
wrgu.html. 
 
No Entry Fee.  Deadline February 8. 
Have an unpublished novel you know 
Amazon.com readers will love?  Enter 
your manuscript in the Amazon Break-
through Novel Award for a chance to win 
a $25,000 publishing contract with Pen-
guin Group (USA) and the distribution of 
your novel on Amazon.com.  Enter your 
unpublished, English-language, fiction 
manuscript beginning February 2, 2009.  
Entries will be accepted until February 8, 
2009 or until 10,000 entries have been 
received, whichever comes first.  
 
The Compulsive Reader News 
www.compulsivereader.com/html  Check 
this out for information and writing tips. 
 
WritersOnlineWorkshops.com 
Online instruction in fiction, non-fiction, 
business writing, grammar and more.  
Write at home, set your own schedule and 
get one-on-one feedback from a profes-
sional, published writer.  http://
links.mkt230.com/ctt?kn. 
 
Family Chronicle 
Based in Toronto, Canada but 90% of cir-
culation is in the US.  Payment varies but 
not less than $55 per page and average is 
considerably  higher.  Average 2,000 
words or up to 7,000.  If information is 
useful and well presented, an article of this 
length is likely to be accepted.  
www.familychronicle.com/anotes.htm. 
 
 
Y’All Magazine 
Magazine  of Southern People.  Its un-
precedented editorial mix of music, sports, 
movies, politics and more captures today’s 
Southern spirit.  Queries must be on or 
about Southern celebrities or extraordinary 
ordinary Southerners, or elements of 
Southern culture.  Fiction or  true life.  
Pays 15 cents a word. 
www.yall.com/guidelines.shtml. 
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 FIND MORE CONTESTS and 
CALLS FOR SUBMISSIONS 
 
Poets & Writers Magazine (pw.org) 
has an excellent website with contest 
listings and submissions calendar.  
They also offer a monthly email of 
upcoming contests.  And it’s all FREE.   

 
 

NON-FICTION 
 
National Council of Teachers of English 
Donald Murray Prize  A prize of $500 is 
given annually to honor an essay about 
teaching and/or writing published during 
the previous year. Melissa Goldthwaite 
and Jenny Spinner will judge. Anyone may 
nominate essays of any length published in 
2008. Submit three copies of each essay 
with the source and date of publication by 
January 15, 2009.  
There is no entry fee.  
National Council of Teachers of English, 
Donald Murray Prize, University Writing 
Program, 1 Shields Avenue, University of 
California, Davis, CA 95616.  
(530) 752-4170 
John Boe, jdboe@ucdavis.edu 
 
 
National Association of Memoir Writers 
Free eBook.  Begin Your Memoir Now—
Sign up for newsletter, online workshops, 
writing a healing memoir, make your sto-
ries sparkle, find your story structure.  
http://clicks.aweber.com/y/ct/. 
 
 
After Dark 
Currently seeking non-fiction articles and 
essays which reflect the general subject 
matter discussed on America’s largest 
overnight radio program in history, “Coast 
to Coast AM“  In general, the areas of in-
terest are broad.  They include life after 
death, paranormal, psycho-spiritual, de-
monic possession, exorcism, theoretical 
physics, apocalypse, Earth changes, 
weather patterns, UFO’s, alien abductions 
and phenomenal sightings, remote view-
ing, futurism and predictions, animal muti-
lations, spontaneous human combustion 
Big Foot, and more.  1,200-1,800 words. 
www.coasttocoastam.com/gen/afterdark. 
 

OTHER 

Diversion Press, a new small press, seeks 
book proposals for how-to, slice-of-life, 
academic, and other nonfiction works. We 
are also seeking children’s books, fiction 
and nonfiction short stories, and poetry. 
Please visit the Web site for submission 
guidelines and more information at  diver-
sionpress.com  or e-mail questions to di-
versionpress@yahoo.com. 

 
Plain View Press, a 30-year-old independ-
ent publishing house accepting book 
manuscripts—high literary standards, col-
laborative process, activist orientation, 
poetry, fiction, non-fiction—on environ-
mental protection, peace, and gender, ra-
cial, and economic justice. E-mail: 
sb@plainviewpress.net —put “Query” in 
subject line. Guidelines at our Web site 
and e-bookstore: plainviewpress.com.  
 
The King’s English, three-time winner of 
the Million Writers Award for Best Pub-
lisher of Novella-Length Fiction, is an 
international online literary journal seeking 
long fiction and personal essays. Has pub-
lished Pushcart nominees and work se-
lected for Dzanc Books’ Best of the Web 
2008 anthology. Electronic submissions 
only. Full guidelines can be found at thek-
ingsenglish.org. 
 
Gent ly  Read Literature, gent-
lyread.wordpress.com, is looking for re-
views, criticism, and essays on contempo-
rary poetry and literary fiction. 500 words 
min. (no max.) Email submissions to 
danielsumrall@yahoo.com. Put “GRL 
submission” in the title of email: submis-
sions must be in the body of the email or 
attached as an MS Word document. GRL 
publishes monthly; submissions received 
after the 15th of each month will be con-
sidered for the next issue.  
 
Spalding University’s four-semester, 
brief-residency Master of Fine Arts in 
Creative Writing combines superb instruc-
tion with unparalleled flexibility. At the 
beginning of each semester, students and 
faculty work together at a 10-day resi-
dency (in Louisville or abroad), after 
which they return home to correspond one-
on-one through an exchange of 5 packets 
between the student and the faculty mentor 
for the rest of the semester. Study fiction, 

poetry, creative nonfiction, writing for 
children and young adults, screenwriting, 
or playwriting. Request brochure FA35 by 
email: mfa@spalding.edu, by phone: (800) 
896-8941, ext 2423, or see our website: 
www.spalding.edu/mfa. 
 
Money for Women/Barbara Deming 
Memorial Fund Individual Artist 
Grants for Women  Grants of up to 
$1,500 are given twice yearly to feminist 
writers who are citizens of the United 
States or Canada. The current round of 
grants will be awarded to fiction writers. 
Submit three copies of a short story or 
novel excerpt of up to 25 pages, a project 
description, and a résumé with a $20 entry 
fee during the month of December. Send 
an SASE for the required application and 
complete guidelines 
Money for Women/Barbara Deming Me-
morial Fund, Individual Artist Grants for 
Women, P.O. Box 309, Wilton, NH 03086. 
Susan Pliner, Executive Director. 
 
2009 BYLINE Daily Calendar available 
at www.fundsforwriters.com/Bylines.htm.  
Keep up with literary conferences, author 
birthdays, manage your submissions and 
other hints. 

Write for the newsletter!  Any arti-
cles about writing.  Subjects can in-
clude reviews of conferences, gram-
matical usage, book reviews, or per-
sonal observations on being a writer - 
struggles, insights, and inspirations.  
Email newsletter@kwawriters.org if 
you are interested (printed as space 
available).   

Advisor/Mentor  
Member Thomas Heeren is looking 
for a candid and frank critic and men-
tor to critique his works and help him 
improve.  He writes short fiction for 
adults and children, children's books, 
poetry, essays, and plays.  Addition-
ally, he would like someone to advise 
him on his writing career. He would 
like to either meet on an one-to-one 
basis regularly, receive commentary 
through email, or both.  He is planning 
to submit several short stories in the 
next year.  Anyone interested in the 
p o s i t i o n  s h o u l d  e m a i l  
thomasheeren@cox.net or call 685-
5089 (TDD KS toll free # 711).   
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       THE 2009 KWA BOARD 

Board Bits 
 
Look for an article each month starting in Febru-
ary in the newsletter entitled “Board Bits” written  
by a member of your new KWA Board.   
 
Back row:  Dave Norris, Historian; Mikelle Fraizer , 
Treasurer; Lisette Walker, Secretary; Betty Richards, 
Member-At-Large, and Janet Bahl, Newsletter Editor. 
 
Front Row: Sonny Collins, Vice President; Courtney 
Ruthven, President; and Erin O’Donnell, Website Co-
ordinator.   Kerry Johnston, Member-At-Large, was 
not available for this picture. 
 
The Promotions Manager slot in the Board is still 
open.  If you are interested in helping KWA this year 
in that capacity, please contact a Board member now. 

 
Member News 
 

Jack Kline won the Ozark Creative Writers Showcase 
Award in mid-October for his short story, “Dirty Dishes.”  
This was their top prize for best short story or essay.  Con-
gratulations! 
 
Jennifer Sparlin’s short travel article, "Penguins and Pad-
dleboats," was published in the December 21, 2008, edi-
tion of The Wichita Eagle.  Congratulations! 
 
Note:  Here’s an empty spot that is open and saved for 
your writing announcement in next month’s newsletter. 
 

Member Blogs & Websites 
· Keep your eye on the KWA Blog for group news, 

meeting notes, and items of interest to writers. Please 
join in the conversation!  kwawriters.org/blogs 

· Hazel Hart has a blog, “Steps on the Journey.”  
blog.seasonedaspirer.com. 

· 2008 President BD Tharp writes her own blog at 
bdtharp.weebly.com.  

· Brian Johnson has a blog at www.blogger.com/
profile/ 12208345990889873506.  His blog has two 
parts; Ruminations of Thunder, about his storm chas-
ing, and That Damn Dash, about writing and anything 
else on his mind. 

· Tom Mach has both a website (www.TomMach.com) 
and a blog  (www.TomMach.com/blog).   

· Starla Criser invites everyone to check out her new 
website, www.starlakay.com, and her updated website, 
www.starlakaye.com.   She also has two blogs now: 
blossomthewise.wordpress.com contains the rambling 
thoughts of her beloved Blossom the cow, heroine of 
many popular short stories, while star-
lakaye.wordpress.com contains musings about Starla's 
adventures in writing and life.  

· Kathy Pritchett  blogs regularly on her website 
www.myspace.com/katherinepritchett and on 
 katherine-pritchett.blogspot.com. 

· Lisette Walker is posting small writings and thoughts 
on writing, editing, and reading at squid-
killer.blogspot.com.   

· Icess Fernandez and Lisette Walker are blogging 
about their lives at singlenochaser.com.     

· Dave “Fedoradude” Norris has a professional web-
site at: davidlnorris.com, a personal website at fedo-
radude.com, and a photo website at fedo-
radude.smugmug.com.   

· Arlene Graber has a new website at 
www.arlenerainsgraber.com. 

· Matthew Shaw has a blog at 
www.matthewtshaw.blogspot.com. 

 
Have writing news?  Get something published?  Win a 
contest?  Start a blog?  Be sure to let us know!   
Email  newsletter@kwawriters.org. 
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KWA Writing Contest Winners 
 

The Christmas Party at Yia Yia’s in Wichita on Sun-
day, December 14, 2008, was a fun time for all.  It was 
cold and windy that evening but well worth the time eve-
ryone took that night to socialize and enjoy a delicious 
meal. 

Contest winners were announced by Louise Pelzl, con-
test chair. 

 

BEST OF THE FIRSTS 

 Dennis E. Smirl, Topeka 

 

 

Creative Non-Fiction 

 1st Place: Storme Maynard, Kechi 

 2nd Place: Greg Coykendall 

 3rd Place: Brian Johnson 

 

First Pages of a Novel 

 1st Place: Betty Richard, Wichita 

 2nd Place: Kathy Pritchett 

 3rd Place: Richard R. Walkup 

 

Memories 

 1st Place: Carol Feierbend, Topeka 

 2nd Place: Greg Coykendall 

 3rd Place: Richard R. Walkup 

 

Short Fiction 

 1st Place: Dennis E. Smirl, Topeka 

 2nd Place: Patrick M. Latta 

 3rd Place: Steven Laird 

 

Free Verse 

 1st Place: Vicky Bennett, Wichita 

 2nd Place: A. Lisette Walker 

 3rd Place: Patrick M. Latta 

 

 

 

Rhymed Verse 

 1st Place: Phyllis Rowland, Wichita 

 2nd Place: H. B. Berlow 

 3rd Place: Cherie Hinkle 

 

Youth Prose 

 1st Place: Jean Rust, Wichita 

 2nd Place: Conner Scholfield 

 3rd Place: Alexandra McGettrick 

 

Youth Poetry 

 1st Place: Banner Goolsby, Wichita 

 2nd Place: Matt Hobart 

 3rd Place: Samanvitha Sridhar 

    

 

 

Congratulations to all the Winners ! 
�
�
�
 
Thank you to all of the judges who volunteered their 
time and expertise and to all of the sponsors who 
helped cover costs. 
 
A special thanks to Louise Pelzl who contributed 
much to this contest as Contest Chair. 
 
Also, a big "thank you” to all the writers who en-
tered this contest.  It would not have worked out if 
you hadn’t written something and sent it in.  
 
 
 
So sharpen your pencils and dig into your 
thoughts and get busy writing for the 2009 
contest next fall. 
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A Writing Tip:   Read Aloud  
By BD (Bonnie) Tharp 
2008 KWA President 

 
Just as music and poetry have a cadence and rhythm, 
so does fiction and non-fiction writing.  When you’re 
finished with your first draft, whether it’s of an article 
or story, read it aloud.  The ear will catch what the 
eyes may not.  If there are repetitive words or phras-
ing you’ll hear it sometimes before you actually see 
it.  If you stumble over a sentence then so will your 
reader so it bears another look and possible rewrite. 
 
Mix up the rhythm of your writing by making your 
sentences different lengths.  Short sentences tend to 
read faster and give the allusion of motion and action.  
When you’re reading you will usually speak what is a 
natural cadence for the situation.  Does your writing 
correspond with it?  Do you need to speed things up 
or slow things down? 
 
Is your voice active or passive?  I have a personal 
struggle with passive voice. It’s so easy to fall into 
the trap of “telling” the story rather than making the 
reader “experience” it through active words.  So, 
when you read your writing aloud listen to the pace of 
the words and ask yourself if it fits.  Listen for the 
pictures and feelings the writing invokes, is it what 
you really want to convey? 
 
When I was learning to sew my grandmother said I 
had to learn to rip before I’d be a good seamstress.  
The same rule applies to writing. You have to be 
good at rewriting before you become a really good 
writer.  So read your work aloud and listen to the 
story, it will tell you what needs to be done. 

 
 
Coming Up….. 
 
Scene of the Crime Conference 
March 19 & 20, 2010 
 
Our next Scene of the Crime will be held at the Hilton 
Wichita Airport.  KWA’s chair for this event is Janet 
Bahl and co-chair is Erin O’Donnell.   

 

Resolutions 
by A. Lisette Walker 
2008 KWA Newsletter Editor 
 
 
I haven’t really made any resolutions for 2009.  I’m 
hoping to continue with what I started in 2008, when 
I experienced a “put up or shut up” realization; if I 
wanted to be a published writer, then I needed to take 
some action towards becoming one.  I think I’m fur-
ther down the path to becoming a published writer 
than I have been in years.  So, what have I done? 
 
I joined a writing group.  Granted, I need to contrib-
ute more, but at least I have the motivation to keep 
working (and the support from my group members).  
It’s fun to talk shop, and quite helpful to have people 
to banter with and to trouble shoots ideas, scenes, 
plot, and characters. 
 
I attended conferences.  Perhaps I attended too many 
conferences, but they were all useful and informative.  
I also found them encouraging.  It was fun to meet 
other writers and to be able to show an interest in 
stuff that other people find morbid and gross.  Or bor-
ing.  I can’t say that my friends and coworkers 
thought going to a conference for fun sounded like 
something they’ve ever want to do. 
 
I ‘won’ NaNoWriMo.  Yes, I needed to have more of 
a plot before I began, but I don’t think I would have 
won this year if I hadn’t been putting effort into being 
a writer the rest of the year.    It was a great experi-
ence, and I learned some things about how I actually 
write vs. how I assumed I write that will serve me 
well. 
 
As for the upcoming year?  I’m planning to revise my 
NaNo book.  I want to start maintaining my blogs on 
a regular schedule.  I’m going to attend more confer-
ences.  I’m hoping to devise a writing schedule to 
keep from getting bogged down in just one project.  
I’m going to read more. 
 
And, most importantly of all, I’m going to keep on 
writing.  You can read or attend conferences or talk as 
much as you want, but only writing makes you a 
writer.             - May the words flow - 
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Critique Groups 
The Quill to Computer Guild  is a critique group for 
beginning writers of all genres of work.  We’re very 
informal and often discuss a wide variety of topics. 
We meet at Borders, 1715 N. Rock Road, at 7:00 
p.m. on Tuesdays in the coffee shop area.  Let us 
know the first time you plan on attending so the time 
and place can be verified.  For more information, 
con tac t  L inda Graves  a t  945 -5535, 
info@sgdrugfree.com. 
 
Websites of Interest  
 
Reading and Writing 
· Want to do some internet writing without main-

taining a blog?  www.helium.com 
· Looking for  Free lance oppor tun i t ies?   

fundsforwriters.com 
· Ghost Ranch  Make 2009 your year of transforma-

tion.  A Ghost Ranch course holds promise of learning 
and self-discovery.  www.ghostranch.org 

· Looking for somewhere to go on vacation?  Check out 
the Shaw Guides writing conference database.  
writing.shawguides.com 

· The Screenwriters Web offers articles, columns, tu-
torials, interviews, etc.  breakingin.net 

· Fiction Addiction  has resources for fiction writers 
and readers.  fictionaddiction.net 

· Author Nation is an online community for authors, 
writers, poets, and readers.  www.authornation.com 

· Looking to get the word out about your writing?  
Check out Author’s Den.  www.authorsden.com 

· Catch up on your reading through daily emails!  
www.dailylit.com 

· The Pacific Northwest Writers Association 
(PNWA),  www.pnwa.org, has a free online magazine 
Author, which offers writing articles, book reviews, 
and video interviews with new and best-selling au-
thors. www.authormagazine.org 

· Looking for something a little bit different?  This site 
is described as the web’s alt-press playground.  
www.newpages.com 

 
Markets 
· Grants & Markets www.fundsforwriters.com 
· Writing Markets , agents, publishers, contests, ad-

vice, etc. WritersMarket.com 
· Novel & Short Story Writer’s Market 

www.novelandshortstory.com 
· Children’s Writers & Illustrators Market 

www.cwim.com 
· Poet’s Market www.poetsmarket.com 

Research 
· According to their website, Bartleby is the preemi-

nent Internet publisher of literature, reference and 
verse, provided free of charge.  www.bartleby.com,  

· Don’t know quite what you’re looking for?  Ref Desk 
offers all kinds of information and links, as well as 
news.   www.refdesk.com 

· Wikipedia is written by users.  Some of them know 
what they’re talking about, some don’t.  This can be a 
good starting place, but it has a lousy reputation for 
accuracy.  If you do find something on here, be pre-
pared to verify it at another site. www.wikipedia.com     

· Have a question but can’t find the answers?  
www.howstuffworks.com 

· The State Library of Kansas offers many items, not 
just books.  kansas.lib.overdrive.com 

· About.com is a great source for all sorts of informa-
tion, from the technical to the supernatural.  Each 
topic has its own host.  www.about.com 

· The Kansas Historical Society has back issues of 
small town newspapers.  www.kshs.org/collections/
newspapers 

 
Reference 
· Can’t find the word in your dictionary?  Check out the 

Unabridged Dictionary.  dictionary.com 
· Looking for a different word?  Try the Thesaurus, 

which also includes a dictionary & encyclopedia.  
www.thesaurus.com 

· Too many “he said, she said”?  Use the Word 
Counter, which ranks the most frequently used words 
in any given body of text.  www.wordcounter.com 

· Hear how your writing sounds.  Audio Reader reads 
your 2,000 words back by using one of four voices. 
www.readplease.com 

· Afraid your genius was inspired by someone else?  
Check for Plagiarism.  www.plagiarismchecker.com 

· Coming up short?  Need a breath of fresh air?  Be on 
the lookout for Clichés.  http://cliché.theinfo.org 

· Not quite sure if something you’ve heard is legit?  
Check out the details at Snopes!  www.snopes.com 

 
Editors 
· Independent Editors Group  www.bookdocs.com 
· Consulting Editors Alliance consulting-editors.com 
· Publicity www.publicityhound.com 
 
Legal 
· Have any Legal Questions? literarylawguide.com/

resources.htm 
· Sound too good to be true?  It probably is.  Check out 

Writers Beware Alerts.  www.sfwa.org/beware 
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2009 KWA BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

PRESIDENT - Courtney Ruthven  
VICE-PRESIDENT - Sonny Collins 
TREASURER - Mikelle Fraizer  
SECRETARY - A. Lisette (Seti) Walker 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR - Janet Bahl 
MEMBER AT LARGE - Betty Richards  
MEMBER AT LARGE - Kerry Johnston  
HISTORIAN - Dave Norris  
PROMOTIONS MANAGER - * TBD* 
WEB SITE COORDINATOR - Erin O’Donnell 
ADVISOR (Past Pres.) -  Bonnie Tharp 

 
2009 KWA CHAIRPERSONS  

CONTEST CHAIR - Ray “Grizzly” Racobs 
MEMBERSHIP CHAIR - Jeanette Shepler 
SCENE OF THE CRIME  
 CHAIR - Janet Bahl 
 CO-CHAIR - Erin O’Donnell 

Newsletter Submissions 
Send your newsletter submissions (articles, 
member news, or encouraging quotes) by the 

20th of each month to:   

Janet Bahl 
12401 E. Killarney Street  
Wichita, KS 67206-4159 

newsletter@kwawriters.org  
 
All email attachments should have “KWA” in 
the subject line and can be submitted in Word 
or RTF format.  

KANSAS WRITERS ASSOCIATION 
P.O. Box 2236 
Wichita, KS   67201 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 
· Calendar of Events 
· New & Renewing Members 
· Market Place 
· New Board Introductions 
· Member News & Blog Listings 
· Contest Winners 
· A Writing Tip 
· Article on Resolutions 
· Websites of Interest  
 
The Kansas Writers Association is a not-for-profit 501(c)
(3) organization.  

�����������������������������

Visit our Web Site at:  www.kwawriters.org 

Our Mission Statement 
 

To inform, support, encourage,  
and promote the writer. 

January  2009 


