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Novels — Nonfiction — Children’s Fiction — Short@ies — Memoirs — Poetry — Screenwriting — ALL WHIRS

Join KWA For Only $25.00
This will give you a one-year membership,
our monthly newsletter, and a membership
card which entitles you to discounts to our
various programs and seminars.
Send your check to:

MELODRAMAS KWA, P.O. Box 2236, Wichita, KS 67201

Carol Hughes
Playwright

February 21, 2009

1:30 - 4:00 pm NEW & RENEWING MEMBERS
Rockwell Public Library New
5939 E. 9th Street —
Wichita, Kansas Kris Schindler

Barbara Williams
Next Board Meeting

Wednesday, February 18, 2009 Renewals
6:00 to 8:00 pm ol
Watermark Books, Wichita Janet Ba
Roy Baker
Connie Beckett
e = Julie Clements
Kerry Johnston
CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Dennis McKay

February 21 - Melodramas by Carol Hughes Ray Racobs

eﬁ _March 21 - Anthology Reading at Watermark

’R April 18 - Jerry Engler, Author & Poet

May 16 - Publishing Experiences by Members The Kansas Writers Association is a

not-for-profit 501(c)(3) organization.
Our mission is to inform, support,
encourage, and promote the writer.

Want more info? Check out
kwawriters.org/workshops.htm




Market Place

Markets, News, & Contests theme as long as love and romance are Bnewse through docal bookstore on-line
As always, please visit the Web sites roain thrust of the story. Story lengtior self-help books and helpful suggestions
send a SASE for complete guidelineange from 3,000 to 5,000 words. Pays apwww.watermarkbooks.com

More websites of interest on page 7. to  $300. www.newlovestories.com/
wrgu.html. Poets& Writers Magazing(pw.org) has an
POETRY excellent website with contest listings and
No Entry Fee DeadlineFebruary 8. submissions calendar. They also offer a

For more poetry markets, check o#fave an unpublished novel you knomonthly email of upcoming contests. And
www.thepoetrymarket.corfisted as one ofAmazon.com readers will love? Entds all FREE.
Writer's Digest's 101 Best Websites fgour manuscript in theAmazon Break-
Writers 2007. For general info, send ahrough Novel Award for a chance to win
email to: tpme@thepoetrymarket.com. a $25,000 publishing contract with Pen- NON-FICTION
guin Group (USA) and the distribution of
The Great American Poetry Show your novel on Amazon.com. Enter YO | Magazine of Southern People. Its
(www.tgaps.net) is looking for poemsinpublished, English-language, ﬁCtionnprecedented editorial mix of rﬁusic
Submit any subject, any style, any lengthanuscript beginning February 2, 200 orts, movies, politics and more capturés
any number, any time by e-mail or by madntries will be accepted untiiebruary 8, today’é Southérn spirit. Queries must be
with SASE. Previously published poen&009 or until 10,000 entries have beet{h or about Southern célebrities or extraor-
and simultaneous submissions are wedeeived, whichever comes first. dinary ordinary Southerners, or elements
come. o ;
The Great American Poetry Show, P.®amily Chronicle g;?soli;higrl“zu;lx;glctlon or true life.
Box 69506, West Hollywood, CA 90069 Based in Toronto, Canada but 90% of Clww. vall com/quideliﬁes shtml
info@tgaps.net. culation is in the US. Payment varies but ' '
not less than $55 per page and averag
New Love Stories—Poetry considerably  higher.  Average 2,0 _ : ; L
Will buy global, electronic and internewords or up to 7,000. If information igigeﬁ ipB?oorkﬁesves?é?tgrozrnll\iﬂneemvc\)/grssor:lz)ps
rights in all languages as well as futumseful and well presented, an article of t iting a healing mem;)ir make your sto—’
anthology rights. You may not resell yolgngth is likely to be accepteéﬂis sparkle, find your,story structure
story before it is published in Love Storiegww.familychronicle.com/anotes.htm. http://clicks a'weber comly/ct/ |
Magazine. After you sign the release they ] ] ] '
will issue a payment of $50 to $75 US Tthe King's English, three-time winner of 5.
you on publication along with complemenhke Million Writers Award for Best PUb'articIes and essays which reflect the gen-
tary copies of the magazindisher of Novella-Length Fiction, is an o subject matter discussed on America’s
www.newlovestories.com/poems.html. international online literary journal seekin|grgest overnight radio program in history
long fiction andpersonal essaysHas pub-«cast to Coast AM* In general, the areas
NOTE: Also see OTHER section forlished Pushcart nominees and work “interest are broad. They iﬁclude life
additionalPoetry markets. lected for Dzanc Books’ Best of the W er death, paranormal, psycho-spiritual,

20|08 Farlwlthol_gg?(. Electrot:licf su%mi;s;i]o monic possession, exorcism, theoretical
only. ull guidelines can be found at the hysics, apocalypse, Earth changes,

FICTION ingsenglish.org. weather patterns, UFQO'’s, alien abductions

and phenomenal sightings, remote view-
to fill two anthologies on the folIowinquW to write and presefiction, NonFic-

ing, futurism and predictions, animal muti-
themes: (1) unique small-town CharaCtEHgn Mystery, Travel Writing . Novels lations, spontaneous human combustion

and (2) eccentric women. No deadline— Big Foot, and more. 1,200-1,800 words.

when we have enough to fill an amhomgyha:jg?nzcl)rr]: ag;]Celii’tf?éev?/g\ljl)I;)ilt,e _e)\(lsrrif:rss'%%/\f\_/vw.coasttocoastam.com/qen/afterdark.
they will close submissions. For detaiIE ) S
gt-newsletter@fwpubs.cam Save 20%

send SASE to Main Street Rag, P.O. Box

jversion Press a new small press, seeks
690100, Charlotte, NC 28227-7001 or vidlf -ebruary workshops. Use Code FEB

When you register for any worksho ok pr.oposals for hc.)w.—to, slice-of-life,
online at www.mainstreetrag.com. Also. learn more about Writers Mark%cademm, and_ otherqnﬁcuon works. V_VQ

contéstsandgetting published Gre also _se_eklng ch|Idren.’s books, fiction
New Love Stories—Fiction and nonfiction short stories, and poetry.
Overall theme should involve short stori 5 Tios to Publish Successfull inPle_asg visit the Wep site fo_r submis_sion
of Male/Female love and romance. The 89 OlIJDtSkiI’tS Press advises writ)érs g‘%ldelmes and more information at diver-
stories may be contemporary, historic npress.comor e-mail questions to di-

inspirational, paranormal, or any Oth‘\:/\lmtersd|qest—newsletter@prubs.com versionpress@yahoo.com.

&fional Association of Memoir Writers

fter Dark Currently seekinghon-fiction

Main Street Ragis seeking short f|ct|onSign up for an Online Workshop. Learn




OTHER To All KWA Members: Write for the
newsletter! Any articles about writing. BOOKS
WritersOnlineWorkshops.com Subjects can include reviews of confer- By A. Lisette Walker

Online instruction irfiction, non-fiction, ~€NCes, grammatical usage, book reviews, _ .
business writing, grammar and more.  OF personal observations on being a writeseems that a massive book collection

Write at home, set your own schedule and Struggles, insights, and inspirationg a hazard that comes with being a
get one-on-one feedback from a profes- Email newsletter@kwawriters.org you yyriter,  Non-writers ask me why |
sional, published writer. http:// are interested (printed as space availablg)gnt just use the library. It is a fair

links.mkt230.com/ctt?kn. question. One reason is that a few

2009 KWA Board of Directors: books | want are obscure. The other

ent publishing house accepting bodibe Promotions Managerslot on the reaf[sonlls(;[halt ! usc?[ha I?ﬁ for trefer(_etnse.
manuscripts—high literary standards, cdoard is still open. If you are interested ot only do | use the *how to write
laborative process, activist orientatioR€lping KWA this year in that capacity?00ks, but I'like to go back to my fa-
poetry, fiction, non-fiction—on environ- Please contact a Board member or emédrite fiction books too. How did they

Plain View Press a 30-year-old indepen

mental protection’ peace, and gender, Janet Bahl at nuts4ks@cox.medjay. handle the plOt" The dialogue? The
cial, and economic justice. E-mail: suspense? Sometimes re-reading a
sb@plainviewpress.net —put “Query” in book is just like visiting an old friend.
subject line. Guidelines at our Web site | get something out of the visit every
and e-bookstore: plainviewpress.com time.

Member News
Gently Read Literature, gent-

lyread.wordpress.com, is looking for r&fian Johnsor's short story, “Tim’s )
VieWS, Criticism, and essays on ContemddOIy Hamburgers," IS fea.tured N thATTENTION MEMBERS

rary poetry and literary fiction. 500 second series oMidnight Diner, a Some KWA members have agreed to
words min. (no max.) Email submissior®ook of horror, crime, and paranormedceive the monthly newsletter via

to danielsumrall@yahoo.com. Put “GRfiction with a Christian slant. their email address instead of by mail.
submission” in the title of email: submis- Congratulations! KWA is trying to cut costs, and this is
sions must be in the body of the email or one way to do it. Thus, if you can,

te: Here's an empty spot that is opesould you be willing to switch from
d saved for your writing announcemergceiving your mailed newsletter to
in next month’s newsletter. Just notify thenly receiving it by email in the fu-

attached as an MS Word document. G
publishes monthly; submissions receivg\&)
after the15th of each monthwill be con-
sidered for the next issue.

editor. ture? To change to an emailed news-
Spalding University's four-semester, letter, contact Janet Bahl at
brief-residency Master of Fine Arts in nuts4ks@cox.nednd state “KWA” in
Creative Writing combines superb instruc- - NOTICE - the subject line. Thanks a lot!

tion with unparalleled flexibility. At the
beginning of each semester, students and

faculty work together at a 10-day resi- KWA MEMBERSHIP DUES ;

dency (in Louisville or abroad), after RATE INCREASE Commg Up """

which they return home to correspond one- Scene of the Crime
on-one through an exchange of 5 packggocii Aoril 1. 2009

between the student and the faculty mentor cve P ' Conference

for the rest of the semester. SFW‘O”* Adult (age cutoff pending)  $30.00§r March 19 & 20. 2010
poetry, creative nonfiction, writing for !

children almd young adults scregnwrﬁt— Youth (age cutoff pending) $ ? ¥r _ _

Ing, Ofbpany!T!ng y ReqUFi‘SF fC:jC uré Our nextScene of the Crimewill be

FhAc?r?e' éo%?aslée-rggi?sgjt ;1922 Lcj)’r gé'scount Rate: IF you elect to receive théield at the Hilton Wichita Airport.

2ur We'bsite'wwwspaldi,nq edu/mfa monthly KWA Newsletteronly by email, KWA's chair for this event is Janet
: : : ) you can deduct $5.00 from the yearly duBahl and co-chair is Erin O’Donnell.

at renewal. KWA currently underwritefirst committee meeting in March. If
2009 BYLINE Daily Calendar available "2 the cOSt of printing the newsletter. - you can volunteer your time to assist in

at www.fundsforwriters.com/Bylines.ntmy, - e oo Scene Committee for this event,
Keep up with literary conferences, author._. . " ase contact Janet Bahl at
vailable on-line at the website:
nuts4dks@cox.net  Thank you!

birthdays, manage your submissions ah
other hints.

ttp://www.kwawriters.org/news.htm



Presidential
Ramblings

By

Courtney Ruthven
KWA President

After being off the board for about two years, Icheny first

KWA Board Meeting on Saturday, January18nd | cannot )

stress enough that KWA members have a great, dieriopgel-
ligent, hard-working Board.

I know, | know, good writers do not use so manyeatlyes—

but | cannot help it as they are all those thingd eore. The
Board members are lively and full of ideas on waysmake

KWA an even greater organization than you now havé&he

present Board members are not trying to upset shéisgthey are.
Nor does the board want to change things for the shchange.
They only want to continue to improve our orgariczat The

board members know that they are building uponhiduel and
innovative work of preceding boards. The otherf@aaembers
and | thank the Board of 2008 and prior for laythg ground-
work for what we know will be a productive year.

This year has been a year of change, the elecfiayuiofirst
president with acknowledged African-American heyéa a
change of administration, two wars, and anothecaewing war
in the Middle east and the economic downturn tltabne saw
coming.

| especially appreciate the board members and theik be-
cause we in KWA are, as are all other non-profifamizations,
going to be dealing with the fallout from the receonomic
downturn. Many of us have lived through past ecoicadown-
turns, and we know that such times are, well, adéng, to say
the least.

At this time, the people of the world may have bgaren the
purported Chinese blessing/curse of “may youilivimteresting
times.” We do live in interesting times. Interagttimes are
uncertain and there are always struggles in suwésti No one
knows what is around the next corner, which is tingiand at
least a little scary. What you meet could be gamdbad, or
blah, but no matter what happens, it will be well..interesting.
| don’t know about you, but | am almost overwhelnigdthe
possibilities for writing, fiction, non-fiction, lnt-stores, novels,
poems, essays, in short, anything that can beenritan be in-
spired by the times in which we live. So, as tlo®dywriters
you are, | know that you will use the inspiratidh aound us
and write, write, write.

Member Blogs & Websites

Keep your eye on the KWA Blog for group news,
meeting notes, and items of interest to writereafé
join in the conversation! kwawriters.org/blogs

Hazel Hart has ablog, “Steps on the Journey.”
blog.seasonedaspirer.com.

2008 PresiderD Tharp writes her own blog at
bdtharp.weebly.com.

Brian Johnsonhas a blog at www.blogger.com/
profile/ 12208345990889873506. His blog has two
parts;Ruminations of Thundeapout his storm chas-
ing, andThat Damn Dashabout writing and anything
else on his mind.

Tom Mach has both a website (www.TomMach.com)
and a blog (www.TomMach.com/blog).

Starla Criser invites everyone to check out her new
website, www.starlakay.com, and her updated website
www.starlakaye.com. Shalso has two blogs now:
blossomthewise.wordpress.com contains the rambling
thoughts of her beloved Blossom the cow, heroine of
many popular short stories, while star-
lakaye.wordpress.com contains musings about $tarla'
adventures in writing and life.

Kathy Pritchett blogs regularly on her website
www.myspace.com/katherinepritchett and on
katherine-pritchett.blogspot.com.

Lisette Walker is posting small writings and thoughts
on writing, editing, and reading at squid-
killer.blogspot.com.

Icess FernandezandLisette Walker are blogging
about their lives at singlenochaser.com.

Dave“Fedoradud€ Norris has a professional web-
site at: davidlnorris.com, a personal website dbfe
radude.com, and a photo website at fedo-
radude.smugmug.com.

Arlene Graber has a hew website at
www.arlenerainsgraber.com.

Matthew Shawhas a blog at
www.matthewtshaw.blogspot.com.

Have writing news? Get something published? Waomtest?
Start a blog? Be sure to let us know!
Email newsletter@kwawriters.org.

Valentine’s Day



KWA Writing Contest Sponsors KWA January Meeting

Erin O’Donnell, left, & Diana Lambdin Meygspeaker
The following businesses and individuals helpedecov
costs and encouraged all writers to enter the K\WiAtilg
Contest last year with awards presented at the rDieee
party. A huge thank you” goes out to all of the KWA
sponsors as follows:

First Pages of a Novel

Watermark Books and Café

Creative Non-Fiction

James and Colleen Johnston

Short Fiction o ]
Travel Writing.....It's a Job, Not a Vacation

Scribble Freelance Writing By Erin Perry O’Donnell

Make no mistake: being a travel writer does metn
Free Verse going on a permanent vacation. It's a job like attyer —
Susan McKnight but a really fun one.

Diana Lambdin Meyer has traveled the world since
becoming a full-time freelance writer in 1995. Tpdde
Youth Prose is regularly published in magazines suchAasA Living
and National Geographic Travelerand she has been a
regular contributor to the travel sections of thleicago
TribuneandKansas City Star
Diana made the trek down to Wichita from hemldn

Grizzly’'s Books

y ) : ;
Youth Poetr Parkville, Mo., to share some great experiencestipsdat
Vina Marie Hatt our January meeting, just a couple of weeks ahédero

next planned excursion: Egypt. There, she’'ll hgyecal
permission as a journalist to climb Mount Sinai esd

Questions about next year's contest? Want tosgoasor?  than 60 miles from the embattled Gaza Strip — dmllls
Check the KWA website or email contest@kwawritaigs.o take a cruise on the Nile River all the way dowrthe

Sudanese border.
Last year, she also traveled to Venice, thenShavine
country, and Germany. In May, she had the privilege
- Continued from right column - standing on top of George Washington’s head at Moun
Rushmore, looking out over the Black Hills of Soilta-
kota — one of her favorite destinations. It's advee-
some work, but the key is discipline, Diana said.

On family trips, she would scout for story idedsert
come home and start pitching them to editors. Eelmng,
she was selling articles. Now, when she preps foipa
she devours as much information in advance as lgessi
“ . » looking for angles to write about. Her researchudes
A gOOd writer has to be a gOOd reader. looking at other stories that have been publistesegmntly

- Diana Lambdin Meyer for duplications. - Continued at bottom left -

She also participates in a program through theeBpci
of American Travel Writers that partners travel tens
with schools. Classes adopt teddy bears from BAild
Bear Workshop; the writers take the bears on tjoeir-
neys and report back to the classes about thegmauges.



Board Bits

By

Courtney Ruthven
2009 KWA President

| don't think that one can be a writer unless he/@hjust hate
that structure, don’t you?) is also a reader. Hriaur types of
books: mysteries, historical novels, history afajkaphies.

| really love to solve the riddle in the mystermdd love history
and biographies because good histories and biogmpkad like
gossip. We hope that history and biography areentioain gos-
sip, but the tincture of gossip always has sometenysin it.
The gossip may be true or it may be false, butetleigenerally
a grain of truth in any gossip. The problem isital that truth.

| am presently reading A Team of Rivaighich is about Abra-
ham Lincoln and his cabinet. A long and heavy bbak well
worth reading.

As you may know President Obama likes both the baruk the
concept of having strongly opinioned and strondedilpeople
as his advisors, as Lincoln did. | am interestedde if things
work out for the present President and his caldrghey did for
Lincoln.

A Writing Tip:

Do Your Homework

By

B.D. (Bonnie) Tharp
2008 KWA President

I'm sure your mother told you time and time againdb your
homework while growing up. In the writing world yetill have
homework to do. In order to give depth to youris®you need
to create a place, a time, and a feeling. Allhafse things will
affect your story and bring it to life.

Research the era you're writing about. I'm writ@gtory about
homesteading in the Oklahoma land rush of 1893. I'&o

searched for and found books on homesteading, @iomemen,
everyday life in the 1800’s, frontier women, andplng the
plains. The majority were found in the library.haven't read
them all from cover to cover, but | have read saheach of
them to get the feel of the time and the placee photos are
also very helpful for me to see what things weke bhack then.

For my contemporary story there were issues ofdad abuse,
so | researched what is available for women incasd custody
laws. The information | gathered gave the situatimuch more
depth than if I relied only on my imagination.

Interviewing subject matter experts is another fuay to “do

| plan to read A Traitor to His Clasagain a biography. Thisyour homework”. Finding them is a challenge, bithwhe help
biography is about Franklin Delano Roosevelt, whaswhe Of other writing buddies, family and friends youllwio doubt
president who worked so hard to lead us out ofGneat De- find several. Check out the back of the newsldtieresources
pression of the ‘30’s and through World War II. the same On-line that can help you with your research.

time | will be reading A Mercya historical novel about slavery,

before slavery had a connection with color. Thislbis about A word of warning! Don't get so bogged down in tlesearch
slavery in all its forms in 17 Century America. that you forget to write. The story should commstfi You can

mark areas of your manuscript where you need ta dittle
homework and come back to it later. If you getlathin your

| enjoy this type of reading, but it has its draskea For one, |

cannot stand an anachronism, even an intentional df the
facts are not right for the time period, the naseluined for me.
Silly, I know, but sometimes we are silly in ouactions. The

second drawback is that | feel | need to know #wsf whenever

| write a period piece. | research the piece tatlile That may,

of course, be a way to avoid applying the seatefgants to a

chair in front of a typewriter or computer. Hummrbetter

fight this.

| am going to get back to both reading and writingaope you
will, too.

writing, then read, but again — come back to thgepaYou can
enrich your story with interesting details you garfrom your
research in the second and third rewrites. Thexrttang is to
enjoy the journey.

“When life tinkles in your pool of opportunitiesgdé

some chlorine and keep on swimming.”
- Author Unknown



Critique Groups

The Quill to Computer Guild is acritique group for
beginning writers of all genres Informal, discuss
wide variety of topics. Meet at Borders, 1715 N.

Rock Road, 7:00 pm. on Tuesdays in the coffee shop.

Call the first time you plan to attend so time and
place can be verified. For more information, cohta.
Linda Graves at 945-5535, info@sgdrugfree.com.

Websites of Interest

Readlng and Writing
Want to do some internet writing without main-
taining a blog?_www.helium.com
Looking for Freelance opportunities? -
fundsforwriters.com
Ghost Ranch Make 2009 your year of transforma-
tion. A Ghost Ranch course holds promise of leani -
and self-discovery. www.ghostranch.org
Looking for somewhere to go on vacation? Check out
the Shaw Guides writing conference database. -
writing.shawguides.com

Research

According to their websiteBartleby is the preemi-
nent Internet publisher of literature, referenced an
verse, provided free of charge. www.bartleby.com
Don’t know quite what you're looking forRef Desk
offers all kinds of information and links, as welé
news. www.refdesk.com

Wikipedia is written by users. Some of them know
what they're talking about, some don’t. This canab
good starting place, but it has a lousy reputatmn
accuracy. If you do find something on here, be pre
pared to verify it at another site. www.wikipediznt
Have a question but cant find the answers?
www. howstuffworks.com

The State Library of Kansas offers many items, not
just books._kansas.lib.overdrive.com

About.com is a great source for all sorts of informa-
tion, from the technical to the supernatural. Each
topic has its own host. www.about.com

The Kansas Historical Society has back issues of
small town newspapers.__ www.kshs.org/collections/

newspapers
http://www.factcheck.orgCheck your facts

The Screenwriters Weboffers articles, columns, tu- Reference

torials, interviews, etc. breakingin.net .
Fiction Addiction has resources for fiction writers
and readers. fictionaddiction.net .
Author Nation is anonline community for authors,
writers, poets, and readers. www.authornation.com
Looking to get the word out about your writing?.
Check outAuthor’s Den www.authorsden.com

Catch up on your reading through daily emails!
www.dailylit.com

The Pacific Northwest Writers Association
(PNWA), www.pnwa.orghas a free online magazine
Author, which offers writing articles, book reviews,
and video interviews with new and best-selling au-
thors. www.authormagazine.org

Looking for something a little bit different? Théite

is described as the web’s alt-press playground.
WWW.newpages.com '
www.compulsivereader.com/htnWriting tips/info.

Markets
Grants & Markets www.fundsforwriters.com
Writing Markets , agents, publishers, contests, ad
vice, etc. WntersMarket com

Novel & Short Story Writer's Market
www.novelandshortstory.com
Children’s Writers & lllustrators  Market

WWW.cwim.com
Poets Market www.poetsmarket.com
Songwriter's Market www.songwritersmarket.com

Can't find the word in your dictionary? Check ol
Unabridged Dictionary. dictionary.com

Looking for a different word? Try th&hesaurus
which also includes a dictionary & encyclopedia.
www.thesaurus.com

Too many “he said, she said"? Use thi¢ord
Counter, which ranks the most frequently used words
in any given body of text. www.wordcounter.com
Hear how your writing soundsAudio Reader reads
your 2,000 words back by using one of four voices.
www.readplease.com

Afraid your genius was inspired by someone else?
Check forPlagiarism. www.plagiarismchecker.com
Coming up short? Need a breath of fresh air? e o
the lookout forClichés. http://cliché.theinfo.org

Not quite sure if something you've heard is legit?
Check out the details &nopes! www.snopes.com

Editors

Independent Editors Group www.bookdocs.com
Consulting Editors Alliance consulting-editors.com
Publicity www.publicityhound.com

Legal

Have anyLlegal Questions? literarylawguide.com/
resources.htm

Sound too good to be true? It probably is. Chmak
Writers Beware Alerts. www.sfwa.org/beware




Visit our Web Site at: www.kwawriters.org
2009 KWA BOARD OF DIRECTORS

PRESIDENT - Courtney Ruthven

VICE-PRESIDENT - Sonny Collins To inform, support, encourage,
TREASURER - Mikelle Fraizer and promote the writer.
SECRETARY - A. Lisette (Seti) Walker
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