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Stan Finger  
 

Reporter & Writer 
for 

The Wichita Eagle 
and 

Award Winning Author 
 

August 15, 2009 
1:30 - 4:00 pm 

 
Rockwell Public Library 

5939 E. 9th Street 
Wichita, Kansas  

 
Next Board Meeting 

August 12, 2009 
6:00 to 8:00 pm 

401 E. Douglas, Wichita 

Join KWA For only $30.00 or Less 
This will give you a one-year membership, our 

monthly newsletter, and a membership card which 
entitles you to discounts to our various programs 

and seminars.  Send your check to: 
KWA, P.O. Box 2236, Wichita, KS 67201 

NOTE:  2009 Dues Prorated Eff April 1 
See Page 3 for Details. 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS            

August 15  - Stan Finger, W. Eagle Reporter 

September 19 - (To Be Announced) 

October 17 -  Shane Elliott, Paranormal Invest. 

 November 21  -  Youth Workshop 

 

            Want more info?  Check out 
kwawriters.org/workshops.htm 

Novels — Nonfiction — Children’s Fiction — Short Stories— Romance — Memoirs — Poetry — Fiction — Screenwriting — ALL WRITERS 
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NEW & RENEWING MEMBERS 
�

 
New  

 
Cara Breeden 

Thomas Junkins 
 
 

Renewals  
 

Robert Beattie 
Craig Cillessen 

Aleda Freidenberger 
Dawna Geiger 

 
 

The Kansas Writers Association is a  
not-for-profit 501(c)(3) organization.   

Our mission is to inform, support, 
encourage, and promote the writer. 
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Market Place 
Markets, News, & Contests 
As always, please visit the websites or send 
a SASE for complete guidelines.  More 
websites of interest on page 7. 

NOTE:  See OTHER section on page 3 
for additional multiple  market listings.        

POETRY 
For poetry markets, check out 
www.thepoetrymarket.com, listed as one 
of Writer's Digest's 101 Best websites for 
Writers 2007.  For general info, send an 
email to:  tpme@thepoetrymarket.com.   
 
The Great American Poetry Show 
(www.tgaps.net) is looking for poems!  
Submit any subject, any style, any length, 
any number, any time by email or by mail 
with SASE. Previously published poems 
and simultaneous submissions are wel-
come.  The Great American Poetry Show, 
P.O. Box 69506, West Hollywood, CA  
90069  info@tgaps.net.  
 
New Love Stories—Poetry  Will buy 
global, electronic and internet rights in all 
languages as well as future anthology 
rights.  You may not resell your story be-
fore it is published in Love Stories Maga-
zine.  After you sign the release they will 
issue a payment of $50 to $75 to you on 
publication along with complementary 
c o p i e s  o f  t h e  m a g a z i n e . 
www.newlovestories.com/poems.html.  
 
Poets & Writers Magazine (pw.org) has an 
excellent website with free info on contests 
and submissions calendar.  They also offer 
a monthly email of upcoming contests.  
 
Small Press Database   Info on 147 small 
presses including Cherry Pie Press which 
publishes work of women poets in Ameri-
can Midwest.  Submission guidelines at    
www.SmallPressDatabase.com. 
 
Youth & Up :  Dorothy Sargent Rosenberg 
Poetry Prize.  Prizes ranging from $1,000 
to $25,000.  Entrants must be under age 40 
on 11/06/2009.  Deadline:  October 17, 
2009.   www.dorothypr izes.org/
checklist.htm. 
 

“Garden Verse” Poetry Competition  
Sponsored by Horticulture magazine.  1st 
Prize-$250, 2nd Prize-$100, 3rd Prize-$50.   
Entry Deadline:  September 1, 2009.  
www.hortmag.com/gardenversecomp. 
 

                     FICTION 
 
Main Street Rag is seeking short fiction 
to fill two anthologies on the following 
themes: (1) unique small-town characters 
and (2) eccentric women. No deadline—
when they have enough to fill an anthol-
ogy, they will close submissions. For de-
tails, send SASE to Main Street Rag, P.O. 
Box 690100, Charlotte, NC 28227-7001 or 
www.mainstreetrag.com.  
 
New Love Stories—Fiction  Overall 
theme should involve short stories of 
Male/Female love and romance.  These 
stories may be contemporary, historic, 
inspirational , paranormal, or any other 
theme as long as love and romance are 
the main thrust of the story.  Story length 
range from 3,000 to 5,000 words. Pays up 
to $300.  www.newlovestories.com/
wrgu.html. 
 
Family Chronicle  Based in Toronto, Can-
ada.  90% circulation in U.S.  Payment 
varies but not less than $55 per page and 
average considerably  higher.  2,000-7,000 
words.  Article likely to be accepted if 
i n f o r m a t i o n  w e l l  p r e s e n t e d .  
www.familychronicle.com/anotes.htm. 
 
Freelance Writers  Pays $50-$300  Blue 
Mountain Arts.  www.writersweekly.com/
marketsandjobs. 
 
Family Circle Fiction Prize  No Entry 
Fee.  One grand prize winner will receive 
$750, publication in Family Circle, certifi-
cate for one online mediabistro.com course 
(valued at $610), and one-year AvantGuild 
membership ($49 value).  Two runners-up 
will each receive $250, one-year Avant-
Guild membership, and publication on 
familycircle.com.  Enter short story up to 
2,500 words.  Deadline:  August 31, 2009.  
www.parents.com/family-life/fitness/
stress-relaxation/fiction-contest-winners/?
page=12. 
 

The 10th Annual Writer’s Digest Short 
Short Story Competition  Grand Prize-
$3,000.  Deadline:  December 1, 2009.  
www.writersdigest.com/competitions. 

 
NON-FICTION 

 
National Association of Memoir Writers 
Free e-Book.  Begin Your Memoir Now—
Sign up for newsletter, online workshops, 
writing a healing memoir, make your sto-
ries sparkle, find your story structure.  
http://clicks.aweber.com/y/ct/. 
 
After Dark Magazine  Seeking non-
fiction articles & essays which reflect gen-
eral subject matter discussed on America’s 
largest overnight radio program in history, 
“Coast to Coast AM.” Areas of interest are 
broad:  life after death, paranormal, psy-
cho-spiritual, demonic possession, exor-
cism, theoretical physics, apocalypse, 
Earth changes, weather patterns, 
UFO’s, alien abductions and phenome-
nal sightings, remote viewing, futurism 
and predictions, animal mutilations, 
spontaneous human combustion Big 
Foot, and more.  1,200-1,800 words. 
www.coasttocoastam.com/gen/afterdark. 

Highlights Foundation   Write for chil-
dren.   Short stories of true life or your 
o wn ad ventu res  gro wing  up .   
www.highlightsfoundation.org.  

National Geographic Traveler Magazine  
Five or more features about U.S. & foreign 
subjects.  Destinations, adventure, main-
stream, accessible to most.  2,500 words.  
www.nationalgeographic.com/.traveler/
writer-guidelines.html. 

Ten Speed Press  publishes 120 titles per 
year.  Innovative ideas.  Emphasizing 
cookbooks, career, business, alternative 
educat ion,  o f fbeat nonf ic t ion .  
www.WritersMarket.com. 

WSU Continuing Education Fall 2009  
Enroll in Non-Fiction writing .  $93  Sep-
tember 9—October 28 7-9 pm  Hughes 
Complex.  Call (316) 978-3731 to enroll. 
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 OTHER 
 
WritersOnlineWorkshops.com Online 
instruction in fiction, non-fiction, business 
writing, grammar and more.  Write at 
home, set own schedule and get one-on-
one feedback from professional, published 
writer.  http://links.mkt230.com/ctt?kn. 
 
Plain View Press, a 30-year-old independ-
ent publishing house accepting book 
manuscripts—high literary standards, col-
laborative process, activist orientation, 
poetry, fiction, non-fiction—on environ-
mental protection, peace, and gender, ra-
cial, and economic justice. Email: 
sb@plainviewpress.net —put “Query” in 
subject line or  plainviewpress.com.  
 
Gent ly  Read Literature, gent-
lyread.wordpress.com, is looking for re-
views, criticism, and essays on contempo-
rary poetry and literary fiction . 500 
words min (no max).  Email submissions 
to danielsumrall@yahoo.com. Put “GRL 
submission” in the title of email.  Submis-
sions must be in the body of the email or 
attached as an MS Word document. GRL 
publishes monthly; submissions received 
after the 15th of each month will be con-
sidered for the next issue.  

Diversion Press, a new small press, seeks 
book proposals for how-to, slice-of-life, 
academic, and other nonfiction works. We 
are also seeking children’s books, fiction 
and nonfiction short stories, and poetry. 
Please visit the Web site for submission 
guidelines and more information at  diver-
sionpress.com  or email questions to diver-
sionpress@yahoo.com. 

Nimrod Journal published twice a year.  
Its editors looking for new writing and 
works from established writers for their 
Journal.  Deadline October 31, 2009.  
www.utulsa.edu/nimrod. 
 
Big Hat Press  Self-Publishing company 
provides variety of binding styles, product 
options, help getting published.   
www.bighatpress.com. 
 
Kansas Society of Children’s Book 
Writers & Illustrators   Receive The Sun-
flower Scoop for $5 membership.   
www.kansas-scbwi.org/news.html.  
 
Briar Cliff Review—Poetry, Fiction & 
Creative Non-fiction  August 1-

November 1.  $20 Entry fee per story.  
$1,000 prize for winner in each category.  
www.WritersMarket.com. 

Writer’s Digest Awards   Romance, 
Mystery/Crime-Fiction, Sci-Fi/Fantasy, 
Thriller/Suspense, Horror.  4,000 words 
or less.  Deadline November 2, 2009.  
www.writersdigest.com. 

Alaska Writers Workshop  Anchorage, 
Alaska  Two-day event featuring work-
shops with nationally known authors, 
agents, editors, publishers, & book market-
ing experts.  August 22-23, 2009.  
www.shawguides.com. 
 
Creative Freelancer Conference at Omni 
San Diego, CA, August 26-28, 2009.    
www.WritersDigest.com. 

Hawaii Writers Conference to be held 
September 4-7, 2009, in Honolulu.  Web-
site:  www.hawaiiwritersconference.com/
conference.php?page=Accommodations.  

Writer’s Digest Conference in New York 
City September 18-20, 2009.  Ten atten-
dees can receive 15 minutes with an agent.  
$395 Conference Fee.  Check it out at  
www.writersdigestconference.com. 

Kansas Writers Association  Scene of the 
Crime Conference  in Wichita, Kansas.  
Hilton Wichita Airport on Saturday, 
March 27, 2010.  More info at website:  
www.kwawriters.org. 

Erma Bombeck Writers’ Workshops at 
www.humorwriters.org.   Next conference 
scheduled for April 15-17, 2010.  Email:  
erma@udayton.edu. 

WSU Continuing Education Fall 2009  
Enroll in Fiction writing.  $93  September 
9—October 28 7-9 pm  Hughes Complex.  
Call (316) 978-3731 to enroll. 

 
Member News 

 

Penny Rader  has a book signing on Sat-
urday, August 22, 2009, from noon until 
2:00 pm, at Waldenbooks, Towne West 
Square in Wichita for her  new book, SAP-
PHIRE AND GOLD. 

Congratulations Member !!! 

MEMBER REQUEST :  Two hours a 
week Thursday afternoons assisting with 
murder mystery book, computer work & 
proofreading.  Contact Kay Wallace 945-
0137 westsider near Wichita airport. 

 
          NOTICE   

   KWA MEMBERSHIP DUES 
 RATE INCREASE 

 
Effective:       April 1, 2009 
 
Adult  (age 21+)                       $30.00/yr 
Youth                                       $15.00/yr 
 
Discount Option:  Adult members who 
elect to receive the monthly KWA News-
letter by email only can deduct $5 from 
the yearly dues at renewal = $25.00/yr.  
Youth members will receive the newsletter 
by email only.   
 
NOTE:  Effective January 1, 2010, all 
KWA memberships will be due.  The ap-
proved prorated rates for 2009 allow a 
more fair transition to a one-time annual 
renewal. 
 
 If your annual membership is due in July, 
Aug, or Sept, 2009, your prorated rate will 
be Adult/$13.00/mail, Adult/$10.00/email, 
or Youth/$6.00/email that covers your 
membership until the end of 2009.  Then 
on January 1, 2010, you pay the full annual 
rate of $30.00/$25.00/$15.00.  Any ques-
tions?  Contact Jeanette Shepler, member-
ship chair, at alicesh@cox.net or 838-
7599. 
 
All newsletters back to 2004 are available 
online at the KWA website: 
www.kwawriters.org/news.htm. 
 
 

SCENE OF THE CRIME 
All-Day Conference 

Saturday  
March 27,  2010 

 
Scene of the Crime will be at the Hilton 
Wichita Airport.  Next Scene Committee 
Meeting will be on September 17   at 7 
o'clock at Borders-East.  Please contact 
Janet Bahl, Chair, at nuts4ks@cox.net  if 
you can assist.   Co-Chair: Erin O’Donnell.     
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Presidential 
 Ramblings 
 
 
  By 
 
Courtney Ruthven 
  KWA President 
 
I was thinking about writing…what else would I be doing?   
 
I heard about Walter Cronkite’s death and that set me off 
on thinking about various kinds of writing.  Walter was a 
reporter before he was a TV news anchor.  As a reporter 
he had a style of writing and rules of writing.  He had to be 
clear and concise and strived to give the “who, what, 
where and when.”  He was not supposed to offer his opin-
ion in his reporting.  If he had an opinion (and I am sure he 
did), he did not offer it unless it was clearly labeled, and 
then only rarely, because he was a reporter and he believed 
that his duty was to report the news and not to interpret it. 
 
Other people write opinion pieces or their interpretations 
of events, and this is a legitimate way to write, if the writ-
ing is labeled as an opinion or interpretation.  Still others 
write reports, emails, or suggestions.  Again these are all 
legitimate writings, but each kind having its own rules that 
must be adhered to. 
 
In addition, others write fiction, biography, history, or 
autobiography.   (Perhaps this is a part of fiction, no matter 
how one tries to give just the facts).  Again, each of these 
types of writing has its own rules and functions. 
 
Our problems come not from the type of writing we do but 
from our failure to know and adhere to the rules.  If we do 
not know and adhere to the rules, we will fail to fulfill our 
reader with reasonable expectations of what they will get 
when they read our work.  Then there are problems.   
 
Each of us write.  Maybe we do not get recognized for the 
kind of writing we do, but we all write.  The thing we must 
do is see that we know and follow the rules of the type of 
writing we are doing. 
 
If you are not getting recognized for the type of writing 
you long to do, keep at it and you will succeed in improv-
ing and perhaps getting recognized for that improvement. 
 
Keep at it and good luck! 
 
�

Member Blogs & Websites 
· Keep your eye on the KWA Blog for group news, 

meeting notes, and items of interest to writers. Please 
join in the conversation!  kwawriters.org/blogs 

· Hazel Hart has a blog, “Steps on the Journey.”  
blog.seasonedaspirer.com. 

· B.D. Tharp writes her own blog at 
bdtharp.weebly.com.  

· Tom Mach has both a website (www.TomMach.com) 
and a blog  (www.TomMach.com/blog).   

· Starla Criser (aka Starla Kaye) website is   
www.starlakayeromance.com.  Her blog, Romantic 
Whispers by Starla Kaye, is http://
starlakayeromance.blogspot.com.  

· Kathy Pritchett  blogs regularly on her website 
www.myspace.com/katherinepritchett and on 
 katherine-pritchett.blogspot.com. 

· A. Lisette Walker is posting small writings and 
thoughts on writing, editing, and reading at squid-
killer.blogspot.com.  Seti is blogging about her life at 
singlenochaser.com.     

· Dave “Fedoradude” Norris has a professional web-
site at: davidlnorris.com, a personal website at fedo-
radude.com, and a photo website at fedo-
radude.smugmug.com.   

· Arlene Graber has a website at 
www.arlenerainsgraber.com. 

· Matthew Shaw has a blog at 
www.matthewtshaw.blogspot.com. 

· Sheri McGathy has a blog at sherimcgathy.com/sheri/
content/blog/. 

· Ray “Grizzly” Racobs has a website at                 
grizzlysbooks.com. 

· H.B. Berlow has a blog at tiki-
man1962.wordpress.com. 

· Carol Martin has a blog at www.fim-
carol.blogspot.com. 

 
Have writing news?  Get something published?  Win a contest?  
Start a blog?  Be sure to let us know!  Email your information to  
newsletter@kwawriters.org. 

�
�
�“Talent is being able to sell what you’re feeling.”   
                     - Elvis Presley 
                                                       Died August 16, 1977�
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KWA July Meeting 

Shannon Brake, Pam Lawson, Carla Barber, Annette Karr, 
Lew Keith & Jim Haritatos 

 
MAC WRITERS 

from McPherson, Kansas 
 

Carla Barber and  Annette Karr co-founded the Mac Writers 
Group.  Their group's various and extensive writings kept the 
KWA audience entertained all afternoon.   
 
Carla Barber discovered she could write creatively at age ten, 
and since then, throughout the eighteen types of jobs she’s 
worked, the written and spoken word have been her constant 
companions and best friends. Earning her Bachelor’s and Mas-
ter’s degrees in English later than the norm, she works at the 
museum, where she has maintained a career for the past 14 
years, the last four as executive director of the McPherson Mu-
seum and Arts Foundation. The Group has launched live radio 
format shows and a writers’ conference. Carla has written hun-
dreds of poems, over a dozen short stories and countless Christ-
mas plays and other holiday dramas for church use. She writes 
newspaper columns, a series of little books which she self-
publishes for friends, and has been working concurrently on 
seven novels for more years than she cares to mention. She is 
published in two anthologies, has won two poetry awards, and 
has written a published biography for which she was paid by the 
hour. 
 
A massage therapist for 25 years, State Coordinator of the Na-
tional Peace Alliance and chairperson for the McPherson People 
of Peace, Annette Karr  sang with the Bethany College Oratorio 
both in Lindsborg and in 1997 at Carnegie Hall. Her early years 
in McPherson found her helping in McPherson Community 
Theatre, where she met Pam Lawson. Annette still acts occa-
sionally but has always been a story teller, and after fifty-eight 
years she has many stories to tell. The years, augmented with a 
Bachelor’s degree in education, have also provided her the wis-
dom to interpret the tales in a broader manner. She hails from 
Cleveland, Ohio where many of her stories originate. She pre-
sented excerpts from a current endeavor, A Slice of Life of an 
Aging Boomer. 
 

Shannon Brake is a student educator with a Pure and Simple 
lifestyle. Vice-President of the McPherson Community Theatre, 
she enjoys directing, producing, and acting. Shannon recently 
created and directed a children's creative arts camp called Kids-
Create! She teaches Sunday school at New Hope Evangelical 
Church and has also helped facilitate Quantum Learning Super 
Camps with her husband, Chad, with whom she has two daugh-
ters. Encouraged by them, much of Shannon’s writing focuses 
on children’s literature. 
 
Jim Haritatos has been writing poetry, lyrics, short stories, and 
reflections (sometimes essays) since he was eight years old. His 
need to express himself, and to make sense of personal experi-
ences, led him to earn a B.A. in English and Classical Lan-
guages, with minor emphases in philosophy and theology, at 
Valparaiso University. At St. Louis University, he earned an 
M.S.W. and advanced graduate certificate in gerontology. Part 
of his graduate education also included studies in practical the-
ology at Concordia Seminary (St. Louis). As a social worker, 
Jim has worked with people in a variety of settings and is cur-
rently a member of the behavioral sciences faculty at McPher-
son College. Literary expression, especially poetry, is the art of 
therapeutic reflection and confrontation, the act of exposing 
oneself to fantasies and realities, and the ultimate expression of 
emotional flow within the context of constraint. Jim’s work has 
appeared in traditional as well as “underground” student and 
faith-based publications. 
 
A native of Kansas City, KS, and a consummate performer, 
Pam Lawson relocated to McPherson, KS originally in 1981. In 
1988 she moved to Canton, NC. While there she was ap-
proached during the cast party of the musical review, "Cole," by 
the executive director of Haywood Arts Repertory Theater 
(HART) and asked to collaborate on a musical based on the life 
of Irving Berlin. She and her co-writer, Jeffrey Messer, spent a 
year researching Berlin's life and integrating it with his mu-
sic. They re-wrote the play as a self-biographical piece that was 
based on the trials and tribulations of writing a play about Irving 
Berlin. Hence, "Irving Berlin...Always" was born. HART pro-
duced it, Pam directed and co-starred in it with her co-writer 
(they portrayed themselves in the play), and it became the hit of 
the 1991 season. This began a love affair between Pam and bio-
graphically based writing. She returned to McPherson in 1995 
and later returned to college and received a BS in Business 
Management in 2007. She is currently working on a Masters in 
Accountancy, but her true love is writing. 
 
Lew Keith is guaranteed to be one of the most unique individu-
als you are ever likely to meet.  Among other careers in his life, 
he has been an actor and radio personality, sings and plays both 
organ and piano.  Like Annette Karr, Lew sang with the Beth-
any College oratorio both in Lindsborg and in 1997 at Carnegie 
Hall in New York City.  He has a keen eye for beauty and col-
lectibles, and can recognize the importance and special ness in 
many unassuming things—and people—that others might pass 
by.  His passion for the bizarre and humorous, his genial and 
laid-back manner blankets a deeply contemplative soul from 
whence springs surprisingly strong and melodic imagery. 
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Board Bits: 
History 
 
              By 
 
David Norris 
KWA Historian 

 
 
As KWA Historian it seemed fitting that my article discuss 
something…well…historical.  Now before you start yawning at  
the mention of the dreaded “H” topic, fear not; I promise to keep 
this brief, informative and pertinent to writers. 
 
Historians caution us to look at historical events through the 
eyes, cultures, attitudes, and beliefs of the actual participants in 
the event being studied.  When discussing documents from his-
tory written in eras past, there are likewise some technological 
things that need to be kept in mind. 
 
Not too far back in world history, writing was not only laborious 
but also expensive.  In such times, one only recorded things that 
were really worth noting.  What does this mean?  When reading 
such historical writings, it must be kept in mind that you could 
fill volumes with what you actually don’t read in them.   
 
Imagine you’re a reporter today writing an article about a World 
Series baseball game.  Would you spend a lot of time writing 
about fans driving to the game in gasoline-driven motor vehi-
cles, paying to park and then finding a parking space as closely 
as possible to the stadium entrance closest to their seats?  Or 
about the rules of baseball – 4 bases, 3 strikes to an out, 9 in-
nings to the game, and so on? Of course not.  First, that informa-
tion is most likely not germane to the point of the story.  But, 
most importantly, your readers already know that stuff is part of 
a baseball game so why waste the words telling them what they 
already know?  Like writers in history, you’re only going to in-
clude in your article things worth noting. 
 
Now here’s the rub; imagine it’s 200 years later and some ar-
chaeologists are reading your article.  Would they know from 
your article that sports fans drove gasoline-driven motor vehi-
cles, paid to park them or that a baseball game involved 9 in-
nings and that 3 strikes made an out?  No?  And, why not?  Be-
cause though it’s easier and less expensive to record the written 
word in our time than eras past, it would still be a rare thing for 
publications that survive from our time to mention such 
“common knowledge” things.    
 
If you wouldn’t waste the extra energy of the key taps to bore 
your readers with what they already know, then why would 
those in the past do so? Therefore as we research historical 
documents for our writing projects, what we don’t read can tell 
us as much about life in those times as the words we are reading. 
 

 
A Writing Tip:   
Write What You Know 
 
             By 
 
Janet Bahl 
KWA Newsletter Editor 
 
 
 
No reminder about writing what you know was more obvious 
recently to me than at the last KWA monthly meeting in July 
(see details on page 5). 
 
Six members of the Mac Writers Group from McPherson, Kan-
sas, presented a program that really displayed their individual 
writing talents.  
 
For instance, how does a poet teach students his poetic skills?  
Can a professional singer display her genius to an aspiring nov-
elist?  Should writers continually watch other artists and take 
note of specific quirks, tricks, and dreams they might observe? 
 
The answer is:  of course.  A writer must take notice of all such 
peculiarity that might be readily available in polishing his/her 
own sluggish talents.  That is why the opportunity that was ar-
ranged and made available for all KWA members at this meeting 
was so outstanding.  If you missed the July 18 meeting, you 
passed up an entertaining and fun afternoon.  Those couple of 
hours showed how each writer that presented during that time 
writes what he/she knows best and then brings it to exhilarating 
life.  
 
I’ll add here that usually I am a furious note taker, but I actually 
discovered later after the end of this particular get-together that I 
had taken very few notes (two or three scribbled lines) because I 
was instead so engrossed in the program and in the humorous  
things going on around me that I lost my mind for awhile. 
 
Thus, please plan your busy summer schedule around the next 
meeting time in order that you will be able to attend the KWA 
monthly meeting on August 15.  It promises to be another in-
spiring and informative time for all KWA members.  Please plan 
to attend.  See you there!�
�
“Comedy is simply a funny way of being serious.” 
                            -  Peter Ustinov 
 

-  TO ALL KWA MEMBERS  - 
Please notify the membership chair, Jeanette Shepler, about 
any mailing address changes, telephone number or email 
changes immediately.  KWA will no longer be picking up re-
turned mail from the post office because of the cost involved.  
Jeanette’s email is alicesh@cox.net and phone is 838-7599.  
Thanks! 
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Critique Groups 
The Quill to Computer Guild    Group for begin-
ning writers of all genres.  Informal, discuss variety 
of topics. Borders coffee shop, 1715 N. Rock Road 
7:00 pm Tuesdays.  For more information, contact 
Linda Graves at 945-5535, info@sgdrugfree.com. 
 
Websites of Interest  
 
Reading and Writing 
· Want to do some internet writing without main-

taining a blog?  www.helium.com 
· Looking for  Free lance oppor tun i t ies?   

fundsforwriters.com 
· Ghost Ranch  Make 2009 your year of transforma-

tion.  A Ghost Ranch course holds promise of learning 
and self-discovery.  www.ghostranch.org 

· Looking for somewhere to go on vacation?  Check out 
the Shaw Guides writing conference database.  
writing.shawguides.com 

· The Screenwriters Web offers articles, columns, tu-
torials, interviews, etc.  breakingin.net 

· Fiction Addiction  has resources for fiction writers 
and readers.  fictionaddiction.net 

· Author Nation is an online community for authors, 
writers, poets, and readers.  www.authornation.com 

· Looking to get the word out about your writing?  
Check out Author ’s Den.  www.authorsden.com 

· Catch up on your reading through daily emails!  
www.dailylit.com 

· The Pacific Northwest Writers Association 
(PNWA),  www.pnwa.org, has a free online magazine 
Author, which offers writing articles, book reviews, 
and video interviews with new and best-selling au-
thors. www.authormagazine.org 

· Looking for something a little bit different?  This 
site is described as the web’s alt-press playground.  
www.newpages.com 

· Writing tips info .  www.compulsivereader.com/html   
 
Markets 
· Grants & Markets www.fundsforwriters.com 
· Writing Markets , agents, publishers, contests, ad-

vice, etc. WritersMarket.com 
· Novel & Short Story Writer’s Market 

www.novelandshortstory.com 
· Children’s Writers & Illustrators Market 

www.cwim.com 
· Poet’s Market www.poetsmarket.com 
· Songwriter’s Market www.songwritersmarket.com 

Research 
· According to their website, Bartleby is the preemi-

nent Internet publisher of literature, reference and 
verse, provided free of charge.  www.bartleby.com   

· Don’t know quite what you’re looking for?  Ref Desk 
offers all kinds of information and links, as well as 
news.   www.refdesk.com 

· Wikipedia is written by users.  Some know what 
they’re talking about, some don’t.  Good starting place 
but lousy reputation for accuracy.  Be prepared to ver-
ify it at another site. www.wikipedia.com     

· Have a question but can’t find the answers?  
www.howstuffworks.com 

· The State Library of Kansas offers many items, not 
just books.  kansas.lib.overdrive.com 

· About.com is a great source for all sorts of informa-
tion, from the technical to the supernatural.  Each 
topic has its own host.  www.about.com 

· The Kansas Historical Society has back issues of 
small town newspapers.  www.kshs.org/collections/
newspapers 

· Check your facts.  http://www.factcheck.org.  
· All Acronyms.  Check http://www.all-acronyms.com 
 
Reference 
· Can’t find the word in your dictionary?  Check out the 

Unabridged Dictionary.  dictionary.com 
· Looking for a different word?  Try the Thesaurus, 

www.thesaurus.com 
· Too many “he said, she said”?  Use the Word 

Counter, which ranks the most frequently used words 
in any given body of text.  www.wordcounter.com 

· Hear how your writing sounds.  Audio Reader reads 
your 2,000 words back by using one of four voices. 
www.readplease.com 

· Afraid your genius was inspired by someone else?  
Check for Plagiarism.  www.plagiarismchecker.com 

· Coming up short?  Need a breath of fresh air?  Be on 
the lookout for Clichés.  http://cliché.theinfo.org 

· Not quite sure if something you’ve heard is legit?  
Check out the details at Snopes!  www.snopes.com 

 
Editors 
· Independent Editors Group  www.bookdocs.com 
· Consulting Editors Alliance consulting-editors.com 
· Publicity www.publicityhound.com 
 
Legal 
· Have any Legal Questions? literarylawguide.com/

resources.htm 
· Sound too good to be true?  It probably is.  Check out 

Writers Beware Alerts.  www.sfwa.org/beware 
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2009 KWA BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

PRESIDENT - Courtney Ruthven  
VICE-PRESIDENT - Sonny Collins 
TREASURER - Mikelle Fraizer  
SECRETARY - A. Lisette (Seti) Walker 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR - Janet Bahl 
MEMBER AT LARGE - Betty Richards  
MEMBER AT LARGE - Kerry Johnston  
HISTORIAN - David Norris  

PROMOTIONS MANAGER - *** OPEN ***  
WEB SITE COORDINATOR - Erin O’Donnell 
ADVISOR (Past President) -  Bonnie Tharp 

 
2009 KWA CHAIRPERSONS  

CONTEST CHAIR - Ray “Grizzly” Racobs 
MEMBERSHIP CHAIR - Jeanette Shepler 
SCENE OF THE CRIME CONFERENCE - 
 CHAIR - Janet Bahl 
 CO-CHAIR - Erin O’Donnell 

Newsletter Submissions 
Members send your newsletter submissions (articles, member 
news, or other writing input) by the 20th of each month to:   

Janet Bahl 
12401 E. Killarney Street  
Wichita, KS 67206-4159 

newsletter@kwawriters.org  
 
All emails should have “KWA” in the subject line and at-
tachments can be submitted in Microsoft Word format.  
 
 
The Kansas Writers Association is a not-for-profit 501  
(c) (3) organization. 

KANSAS WRITERS ASSOCIATION 
P.O. Box 2236 
Wichita, KS   67201 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 
· Calendar of Events 

· New & Renewing Members 

· Market Place 

· Member News 

· Membership Dues Prorated 

· Presidential Ramblings 

· Member Blogs & Websites 

· July  Meeting Info 

· Board Bits 

· A Writing Tip 

· Websites of Interest    
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Visit our Web Site at:  www.kwawriters.org 

Our Mission Statement 
 

To inform, support, encourage,  
and promote the writer. 

August  2009 


